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"Are you a Christian driver?' 
My immediate response was, "Cer-
tainly, I've been a Christian since I was 
thirteen, and I have been driving for 
more than five years." 
"No," came the answer. "You didn't 
understand the question. It wasn't, 'Are 
you a Christian who drives?' but 'Do 
you drive as a Christian should?* " 
It was a question I wasn't sure I 
wanted to answer, one it seems many 
Christians seek to avoid. Nevertheless, 
my conscience was not about to let me 
rest until I had an answer. 
I've noticed a strange phenomenon 
that often takes place when Christians 
climb into their cars. As we slide into the 
driver's seat, Christ is gently nudged out 
onto the pavement and off we go, free of 
what should be a deeply ingrained do-
unto-others concern. 
I became keenly aware of this in my 
driving when I began to observe extreme 
rudeness as well as acts of kindness and 
consideration from other drivers. Even 
though I didn't feel I was guilty of the 
extremes in rudeness, neither could I 
claim many kindnesses on my side of the 
chart. This seemed to be typical of my 
friends as well. As Christians, we prac-
tice going the second mile in so many 
areas of our lives. Why do we exempt 
driving? My conscience was still in there 
swinging. 
I have fine Christian friends who 
refuse to put "Jesus" bumper stickers on 
their cars because they are afraid they 
may do something un-Christian to 
another driver and they don't want it to 
be a reflection on their Christianity. Of 
course, at that point we ought to be 
thankful for small favors, but what a 
Sally Stuart drives very carefully around 
her hometown of Portland, Ore. 
difference it would make if we took the 
opposite tack. Just as we try to honor 
Jesus' name in other areas of our lives, 
we could drive to bring credit to the 
name on that bumper sticker. 
There is not a driver anywhere who 
has not been the victim of a discourteous 
act at the hands of another driver. How 
did we respond? "An eye for an eye," or 
"If one strikes you on the right cheek 
turn to him the other also." 
It was the following bad experience 
with another driver that finally brought 
me to my knees. It happened at an inter-
section where I was making a lefthand 
turn from one one-way street onto 
another, using the second turn lane from 
the curb. This lane was clearly marked 
as being either for turning or going 
straight. The man next to me in the 
"Turn Only" lane decided at the last 
minute to go straight ahead, nearly hit-
ting me broadside as I turned. He pulled 
up along side at the next red light, angry 
and abusive, and proceeded to dissect 
my driving ability and character, then 
and there. 
Using all the self-control I could mus-
ter, I reminded him that he had been in a 
turn lane. Of course, that made little 
impact as he was convinced I was in the 
wrong. As we continued down the street, 
he took the first opportunity to cut 
sharply in front of me. Then, at the next 
intersection, he purposely stalled long 
enough in making his righthand turn in 
front of me to make me miss the light. 
I don't have to tell you I was upset by 
his behavior. But as I cooled off and 
began to think rationally again, I was 
thankful I had done nothing in retalia-
tion for which I would now have to be 
ashamed. That was the point where I 
began to take a serious look at my Chris-
tian responsibility to other drivers, no 
matter what their degree of fault. My 
conscience was not gentle in its daily 
reminders of that responsibility. 
I had no sooner gotten that idea 
ingrained into my driving habits than I 
received another jolt to my conscience 
for which I was not prepared. It hap-
pened one day as I was driving along, 
listening to a Christian radio station. 
The speaker's sermon was on Jesus' 
temptation in the wilderness, and it 
made no profound impression on me 
until he reached the part where Satan 
suggested that Jesus throw himself from 
the top of the temple. I already knew 
Jesus' reply about not tempting God; 
but something the speaker said started 
me thinking about how that Scripture 
applied to me: Had I ever tempted God? 
My conscience pointed an accusing 
finger. 
The answer was slow and deliberate 
in coming, but subtly I was reminded of 
the many times I had asked God to keep 
me safe as I drove. Then, feeling confi-
dent of his love and protective power, I 
exceeded the speed limit to reach my 
destination on time; or put off buying 
I began to take 
a serious look 
at my Christian 
responsibility to 
other drivers, no 
matter what their 
degree of fault. 
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conscience 
the car 
by Sally E. Stuart 
new tires or having repairs done that I 
knew were placing my passengers and 
me in danger. I once had a pair of bald 
front tires that were so prayed-over I 
began regarding them with reverence. Un-
doubtedly the time I spent praying they 
would hold together would have been 
better spent in getting them replaced. 
Certainly, God is there to help and 
protect us when there are unavoidable 
emergencies. But I found myself guilty 
of having tempted him when I expected 
divine intervention when I foolishly 
broke traffic laws or the laws of nature 
and good sense. Since that time, I have 
been very careful not to pray for his 
protection unless I was prepared to back 
it up with safe, sane driving. 
I wish someone had told me of my 
responsibilities as a "Christian driver" 
when I first took to the road. But I 
suppose they would not have left such a 
lasting impression as that which has 
been indelibly inscribed on my driver's 
seat from first-hand experience. 
My question now is, how far is the 
second mile for the Christian driver? 
Certainly we should look for every 
opportunity to "do unto others" in the 
day-to-day business of driving, but I am 
not convinced that this is enough. As I 
continued to question the matter of 
degree, I recall this experience shared by 
a friend: 
He and another man were leaving on 
a trip together, so before starting up the 
car my friend led in the usual prayer for 
traveling mercies. At the conclusion of 
this prayer, the other man added this 
postscript: "Lord, we do desire to return 
safely from this trip. But if someone 
must be injured or die on the highway 
today, let it be us—we are ready." 
Is that a Christian driver? Are you a 
Christian driver? • 
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How to have a 
great vacation 
Most of us will squeeze in some 
time this summer for R & R. Per-
haps an extended vacation will take 
us many miles f rom home. Or maybe 
we'll simply relish the luxury of 
spending a week around the house, 
free f rom our normal work respon-
sibilities. Whatever the case, here are 
a few suggestions to help you make 
the most of this special time. 
First, rediscover one another. 
Throughout the year many forces 
pull the family apart. It's easy for 
communication to slip. Good will 
and mutual respect can waver. We 
can take each other for granted. 
A family centered vacation pro-
vides opportunity to study and ap-
preciate those we live with day after 
day. By spending a block of time 
together, we can gain fresh under-
standing of those special qualities 
that make our loved-ones precious 
to us. 
So make time for conversation 
and fellowship. Open your heart and 
by G. Roger Schoenhals 
relate your feelings. Express love 
and appreciation. Share yourself. 
A word of caution. A sudden and 
prolonged togetherness can create 
problems of its own. You'll want to 
allow some breathing space for each 
member of the family. 
Second, broaden your horizons. 
Turning off your brain and planting 
yourself in front of the TV for a solid 
week will rob you of many vacation 
benefits. Instead of adopting the way 
of the sluggard, why not use these 
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special days to ease yourself out of 
some old ruts? 
Expand the borders of your life by 
doing something you've never done 
before. Visit a place you've never 
seen. Talk to a travel agent for ideas. 
Look at the advertising section of 
outdoor magazines. Ask your friends 
for input. Be adventurous. 
Use your spare time to read some 
good books. Delve into some of the 
classics. Attend a cultural event. Use 
your vacation to enrich and improve 
yourself. 
Third, allow opportunitiesfor per-
sonal reflection and spiritual renew-
al. Schedule time for just you and 
God. Take a long walk in the early 
morning and enjoy the sunrise. Go 
out in the stillness of the night and 
view the stars. Meditate on God's 
grace and goodness. Let his Spirit 
refresh and revive your soul. 
Nature can draw us to the Crea-
tor. I remember sitting alone on a 
rocky beach, thinking of God's good-
ness to me. I was suddenly inspired 
to select a stone and to link it with a 
particular blessing. Then I took a 
second stone and let it represent 
another blessing. Soon I had a circle 
of stones before me, each signifying 
something special in my life. 
Then I thought of my needs and I 
began selecting stones to represent 
these. As I petitioned the Lord for 
each need, I placed the stone in the 
middle of the circle of blessings. The 
symbolism gave me perspective in 
viewing my needs in light of God's 
goodness and faithfulness. 
Then I recalled the verse in 1 
Peter: "Cast all your anxiety on him 
because he cares for you" (5:7). I 
looked out at the water and thought 
of the "sea of his infinite love." And 
so I took each stone f rom the inside 
of the circle and, with a prayer of 
commitment, tossed it far into the 
water. I felt a sense of release. 
A sunset has reminded me of 
God's beauty. A mountain has re-
minded me of his strength. A cascad-
ing stream has prompted thoughts 
of his refreshing presence. A star-
spangled sky has spoken to me of his 
greatness. Nature never fails to speak 
if we will stop and listen. 
Fourth, remember your church. 
Recreation means re-creation. 
And that's what a good vacation 
does. With a little planning and 
discipline, you'll return home 
renewed, refreshed, and ready 
to begin a new chapter. 
Though your vacation may take you 
away from services of worship, you 
can continue to support your spirit-
ual family with prayer. Remember 
those who carry on the ministries of 
teaching, visitation, music, adminis-
tration, and preaching. 
When you visit another church on 
your vacation, look for ideas that 
can enrich your home church. Your 
pastor will appreciate receiving bul-
letins and other printed material 
from different churches. 
You'll also want to remember the 
financial needs of your church fam-
ily. Summertime is often a slack 
period in financial support. Make 
plans to keep your giving commit-
ment, even during your absence. 
Finally, relax. If you return to 
work or school exhausted and tense, 
your vacation has been a flop. So, 
whatever you do, lie back and soak 
in some sunshine. Breathe deeply. 
Don't overplan or overplay. Rest 
your body, mind, and spirit. 
Recreation means re-creation. 
And that's what a good vacation 
does. With a little planning and dis-
cipline, you'll return home renewed, 
refreshed, and ready to begin a new 
chapter of personal and family life. 
Have yourself a great vacation! • 





The all new 100-page Mennonite 
Your Way Directory Lis a necessary 
companion for summertime travel. 
Orders have been pouring into Ken 
and Nancy Stauffer's "kitchen-table 
office." The new MYWDirectory V 
was published April 1 and is for the 
years of 1987-89. 
The modern Mennonite Your Way 
movement was formalized in 1976 
when the Stauffers compiled a listing 
of hosts from across North America 
willing to open their homes to vis-
itors traveling through. The present 
5th edition contains more features 
than any previous MYW Directory. 
Interest in this project remains 
high after more than ten years. The 
Directory has done much to foster 
fellowship among the Mennonite/ 
Brethren family and among other 
Christians in North America and 
around the world. 
Copies of the Mennonite Your 
Way Directory V are available for 
$9.00 per copy; $ 15.00 for two copies 
(Pa. residents add 6% tax). For more 
information or to obtain a copy of 
Directory V, write: Mennonite Your 
Way, Box 1525, Salunga, PA 17538, 
or phone (717) 653-9288. 
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Sit down and shut up! 
I want to use this space to say, "Sit 
down and shut up." I tell my chil-
dren that "shut up" is rude and 
should never be said to anyone. But 
my children cannot read as yet, and 
so, unless you tell them they will not 
know that Daddy is being hypo-
critical. 
We often convince ourselves that 
activity is the same as productivity, 
that hurrying is the same as accom-
plishing, that good busy-ness is the 
same as good business, and that idle 
time is the same as wasted time. At 
times we equate going to church 
with being the church, more meet-
ings as more spirituality, and 100 
percent attendance with 100 percent 
dedication. It is easy for us to allow 
the guilt that we are not doing nearly 
enough to please God force us into 
frenzied activity, lack of sleep, and 
constant anxiety. In doing so it is 
possible we miss much of the joy and 
peace that Jesus desires to bring into 
our lives—and maybe buy an early 
ticket to burnout or even the grave. 
So, "Sit down and shut up." 
Yes, dedication to Christ ought to 
spur us into doing all that we can to 
seek his kingdom and to do his bid-
ding while we await heaven. Yes, the 
early believers were individuals who 
were willing to spend and to be spent 
in the cause of Christ. But let us not 
ignore many of the precious Bible 
passages in our frenzy to live out our 
lives in Christ. These, too, are Bible 
teaching. 
Ignored Scriptures 
For example, it was Jesus himself 
who promised rest for the "weary 
and heavy-laden" (Matthew 11:28-
30, New American Standard Bible). 
"You shall find rest for your souls," 
He quoted f rom Jeremiah. In one 
respect, coming to Jesus ought to be 
a restorative and healing experience, 
not one that tears us down and de-
stroys us more than ever. 
How about this one? "Rest in the 
Lord and wait patiently for Him" 
(Psalm 37:7, New American Stand-
ard Bible). Or this one? "Be still, and 
know that I am God" (Psalm 46:10). 
Apparently there are times that God 
reveals himself to us most clearly in 
the moments of rest and quiet. Have 
you ever been reading the Scriptures 
or praying as the sun was coming up 
over the horizon? If so, you know 
something of the emotion of the 
psalmist. 
And Paul informs us that as we 
release our anxieties and turn them 
over to God in prayer, his peace will 
take over in our lives (Philippians 
4:6-7). 
There will always be 
those who attempt 
nothing for Christ and 
accomplish just that. 
(This article is not for 
those folks.) But there 
are many of us who 
need to hear God say 
to us, "Sit down and 
shut up!" 
by Gerald W. Griffin 
Our Lord accomplished much dur-
ing the three years of his public min-
istry. It is no accident that we see him 
in the Gospel records finding time to 
be alone, resting, gather ing his 
thoughts, and praying (Matthew 
14:23; Mark 6:46; Luke 6:12; 9:18, 
28; John 6:15). 
I suppose the Twenty-third Psalm 
is where the Good Shepherd's inten-
tions for us becomes most clear. "He 
maketh me to lie down in green pas-
tures: he leadeth me beside the still 
waters. He restoreth my soul" (23:2, 
3). Lying down. Still waters. A re-
stored soul. Sounds restful doesn't 
it? 
Of course, some of us are far from 
over-activity for the Lord. There 
may be much tiring activity, but it is 
due to some personal and selfish 
goal. Many of us need to hear, 
"Drop some of the vain activities of 
the world you've become so en-
grossed in, and invest more time in 
'kingdom-work.' 
There will always be those who 
attempt nothing for Christ and ac-
complish just that. And then we 
have those who attempt nothing, 
period! (This article is certainly not 
for those folks.) But there are also 
many of us who need to hear, "Sit 
down and shut up." It may be in 
doing just this that God will draw us 
nearer to him than ever, accomplish-
ing far more in and through our lives 
than we imagined possible. 
Forgive my rudeness—and please, 
not a word to my children. 
Gerald W. Griffin pastors the Racine 
Christian Church, Neosho, Missouri. © 1987 
by Standard Publishing Co. Reprinted by 
permission. 
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West Side "church-raising" 
A brotherhood 
experience 
by Avery Zook 
A late 20th century example of Chris-
tian brotherhood unfolded the morning 
of March 7, 1987. Some 125 people 
gathered at the site of the West Side 
Brethren in Christ Church, intent upon 
raising a church building to be used by 
people in a rapidly developing communi-
ty a few miles west of Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania. 
It was late winter in Franklin County 
as the dawn began to spread across the 
Cumberland Valley. The first volunteers 
were on site at 6:00 to complete the lay-
ing of the subfloor. An hour later, peo-
ple were still arriving with various tools 
and a sense of anticipation, almost 
exuberant to have an opportunity to 
help to build a church. The pace quick-
ened as they walked across the rough 
ground weaving their way around cars, 
a pile of trusses, and trucks loaded with 
plywood, shingles, and other building 
materials. They greeted fellow Chris-
tians and then found a place where they 
would contribute to the day's work. 
The rhythm of hammers driving 
spikes and nails would rise and fall 
almost continuously now as the air was 
pierced by the scream of circular saws 
cutting a 2 x 4 to length or ripping a 
sheet of plywood to fit the wall taking 
shape. The sound of human voices 
punctuated the atmosphere as instruc-
tions were given or greetings exchanged 
with volunteers continuing to arrive. 
Despite the apparent confusion to the 
distant observer, a building was taking 
shape. Each wall would be placed in the 
proper position as many hands lifting 
and then pushing guided it to its place in 
forming the whole. 
A mid-morning break afforded a wel-
come pause for the workers. Giving con-
tinued as the order of the day when two 
local bakeries provided donuts. 
Then, back to carrying lumber, driv-
ing nails, assembling the scaffolds, and 
installing windows. Excitement reached 
a new high as the crane arrived and 
began to swing the roof trusses into 
place while volunteers scrambled to 
secure them truss by truss. The com-
munity people observing the action re-
sponded by slowing their vehicles or 
even stopping to survey the activity, 
while others walked to within listening 
distance to capture the spirit and per-
haps photograph a "church raising." 
A short distance across Opal Drive at 
the home of Pastor Ed Rickman, another 
small group of volunteers were prepar-
ing the noon meal. The soup and sand-
wiches with a choice of pie and drink 
had the hungry people eating, relaxing, 
and enjoying the fellowship of the co-
workers for the day. The temperature on 
this pleasant winter day would soar to 
the low 70's by late afternoon, a wel-
come relief from the cold, blustery winds 
of the previous week. It seemed an 
appropriate symbol for a new church 
building, a new congregation of people 
preparing to worship God. 
Returning to the church following 
lunch found some of the people on the 
roof placing and nailingthe shingles. By 
3:30 p.m. the building was truly under 
A two-story multi-pur-
pose building with 
Christian education, 
banquet, and sports 
facilities. This will be 
Phase II of the long-
range plan. 
Phase III, a sanctuary 
to seat 600-800 people. 
Phase I was the focus of the March 7 "church 
raising." It is a 42' x 52' building designed to 
seat approximately 135people. It willfeature a 
Christian education facility on the lower level, 
and a worship/ multi-purpose facility on the 
main level. 
This initial building will later become the 
foyer, library, and office complex for the 




roof. Others were setting partitions to 
give form to the interior of the church 
and to make it more functional. Still 
another group was working with plumb-
ing, preparing and installing pipes and 
pipe fittings. 
On this day brotherhood, as under-
stood by the Brethren in Christ, was 
reinforced in the minds of many of the 
volunteers who were helping people 
where there was a need. It appeared to 
take on new meaning for the people with 
skills in the construction and building 
trades. To some of the community peo-
ple, an ideology became a practical man-
ifestation of people helping where there 
is a need. The pastor, walking out of the 
church at the end of the day, could close 
the door, reflect on the long-term poten-
tial of the church, and though tired from 
physical labor, have a sense of satisfac-
tion that brotherhood is a reality in our 
day and in our culture. 
Postscript 
On Easter, 110 people from the core 
group and the area around West Side 
Brethren in Christ Church gathered to 
worship God. The attendance and wor-
ship experience at this first service was 
an inspiration to Pastor Rickman and 
the core group. The atmosphere and 
attitude at West Side appears to be hav-
ing a positive effect on the local com-
munity. • 
A very Zook is a member of the Air Hill 
congregation, one of the five "parent" 
churches helping to plant the West Side 
congregation. 
"How has Cooperative Ministries funding 
assisted in your church-planting ministry? 
That was the question the Board for 
Evangelism and Church Planting posed to 
Riverside 
Brethren in Christ 
The Brethren in Christ are new 
to Riverside, Calif., a fast-growing 
city of 180,000 in one of the fastest-
growing counties in the United 
States. Since 1985, the financial 
commitment of the Brethren in 
Christ channeled through the 
General Conference Board for 
Evangelism and Church Planting 
has helped pay my salary as our 
congregation has become finan-
cially stable. 
Since then our work has pro-
ceeded to the point that by June 
we will be meeting in our new 
meetinghouse. Our membership 
has grown f rom 28 to 38; our 
average attendance f rom 42 to 75. 
We have begun a ministry to 
children and high school students, 
and have started to find our way 
in attempting to minister to the 
poor and oppressed in Riverside 
and around the world—making a 
special effort to spread a gospel of 
peace and non-resistance. 
We are grateful to have been 
helped in these times of begin-
ning, so our emphasis could be on 
developing a community of faith 
in which people are healed and 
equipped, and accountable to do 
the same for others. We have 
spent great energy in creating a 
covenanted membership in which 
people learn, express, and give the 
gospel with depth and integrity. 
We hope that there are 45 peo-
ple in covenant with us by the end 
of 1987, with 125 in worship each 
Sunday. Our Council has set those 
goals, as well as the following 
ones: to complete our building by 
the end of June; to become better 
equipped to knit people together 
in love (especially newcomers); to 
grow deeper in prayer and in the 
exercise of our spiritual gifts; and 
to develop a recognizable leader-
ship team. We hope we have 
matured enough in faith, in struc-
ture, and in number by 1988 to 
begin planting a daughter church 
in the university area of our city. 
Presently we feel stable, healthy, 
and optimistic. The finances so 
far in 1987 have been good; our 
giving has increased $400 a month. 
But we expect tight times ahead 
as the full impact of our building 
is felt. We must spend money on 
office equipment and other fur-
nishings as well. When our sub-
sidy ends in January 1988, that 
will present another need. 
Again, we are grateful for the 
warm attention and open help we 
have received from the very begin-
ning of our walk with the broth-
erhood. Without such support, 
our journey would have been much 
more difficult. — R o d White, pas-
tor, for the Riverside Brethren. 





Anyone who ministers to a termi-
nally ill person will meet a number of 
responses from other people: "I would 
never be able to do anything like 
that," or "It is too gruesome and 
demanding." As one who ministers 
to the terminally ill, I have had 
opportunity to work with many very 
courageous persons. But whether 
people are courageous or not, God 
calls us to minister to those who are 
in need. Our basis is Jesus Christ 
who "did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give his life a ransom 
for many" (Mark 10:45). 
Since others in society may neg-
lect this ministry, it becomes the spe-
cial responsibility of Christians. Dr. 
Eric J. Cassell, M.D., says. "The 
relief of suffering, it would appear, is 
considered one of the primary ends 
of medicine by patients and lay per-
sons, but not by the medical profes-
sion."1 Betty Satterwhite Stevenson 
John A. Fries is pastor of the Dillsburg 
Brethren in Christ Church. He has 25 years 
of experience as a civil engineer. John was 
trained at Western Evangelical Seminary 
and Ashland Theological Seminary. He has 
been taking further courses in Clinical Pas-
toral Education at the Hershey Medical 
Seminary. 
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writes, "Clergy must become much 
more involved in healing ministry, 
becoming bona fide members of the 
team that heals the bodies, minds, 
and spirits of cancer patients and 
those who love them."2 The pastor 
and other caring Christians enter the 
arena of suffering when they deal 
with the terminally ill person. They 
discover how large this arena is and 
how it seems to grow, like the ripples 
on a pond caused by a tossed stone. 
People often approach ministry to 
the terminally ill as if it were an engi-
neering problem. "Give me the facts, 
and I'll get out my ecclesiastical tool 
kit and fix it." But we cannot ap-
proach persons who are "living 
human documents" with a mechani-
cal solution. That is to say, a patient 
is more than a physiological prob-
lem. He or she is also a mental, emo-
tional, and spiritual being, whose life 
is a repository of many life experi-
ences. The ministering person is also 
a composite of these factors. We all 
have a great deal of history which we 
have accumulated in the documen-
tation of our lives. In addition, the 
ministering person's life has been 
impacted by the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, as I minister to the patient, 
I become the interpretation—the 
by John A. Fries 
documentation—of the love of Jesus 
and his ministry. On the other hand, 
the patient is also a document of 
living experiences and therefore be-
comes the interpretation of his own 
selfrexperience as a terminally ill 
person. When I as a ministering per-
son come in contact with terminally 
ill patients, I join them in their jour-
ney, listening to them express their 
feelings, empathizing with them, and 
letting them know that I seek to 
understand what is going on in their 
life. I assure them that I will walk 
with them through this part of their 
suffering and will bring to bear upon 
their feelings and needs the presence 
of Jesus Christ as interpreted in my 
life. 
The patient 
The patient experiences terminal 
illness in several different ways. 
Independent vs. Dependent 
The terminally ill patient normally 
goes through very difficult stages in 
the disease. A particular patient may 
be bouncing between a number of 
responses such as refusal, denial, 
anger generated by fear of the un-
known, and bargaining. Patients 
generally do not move through these 
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responses as a series of neat stages as 
Kubler Ross3 is often interpreted to 
say. 
Although we cannot superimpose 
these stages on a patient, we can be 
certain of one particular stage. If the 
patient is in a hospital, home health 
program, or hospice environment, 
he or she was relatively independent 
before, but now is totally dependent. 
Before entering the hospital or health 
program, the patient called the shots, 
but now someone else is in control. 
There may also be humiliation from 
being incontinent. The patient may 
have to wear diapers, have someone 
else clean him or her, learn to know 
and trust a different nurse each shift, 
and adjust physically and emotion-
ally to someone new for every need. 
Many of the hardest cases involve 
the elderly, so that the person who 
used to be the provider and care-
giver now becomes the cared-for. 
This introduces another possible 
stage, that of fear. 
Fear vs. Faith 
All of these changes can generate 
fear. We might be tempted to say to 
the patient, "perfect love drives out 
fear" (1 John 4:18). But just throw-
ing verses at a patient does not help. 
The patient is already trying to find a 
way to confront these fears realisti-
cally in faith. 
Some patients try to confront 
their fears by learning everything 
they can about their illness. This 
helps regain a certain amount of 
control. Others try to run away 
thinking that they will be better off if 
they don't know anything. The pa-
tient may have been experiencing 
problems even before the illness. 
These problems sometimes lead other 
Christians to say, "If you had enough 
faith, you wouldn't be sick," or "It's 
all in your mind. Just think good 
thoughts to get well." Some people 
use Romans 8:28 to say that every-
thing will be all right and that "God 
is going to use this experience in a 
special way. This is happening so 
that you can be a blessing to others." 
Some of these statements may be 
true, but they often do not help dis-
pel the fear. The patient must find 
faith for this particular test, not 
answers to all of life's questions. Can 
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I assure terminally 
ill patients that I will 
w a l k w i t h t h e m 
through this part of 
their suffering and 
bring to them the 
presence of Jesus. 
you imagine the patient looking 
wide-eyed out f rom under the covers 
as he prays, "Oh God, I'm scared," 
and hopes nobody heard him? How 
does the Christian deal with the guilt 
that fear often brings? 
Conformity I Rebellion I Acceptance 
Patients often learn to hide what 
they are experiencing emotionally, 
mentally, and spiritually. Doctors 
generally do not enter into these 
areas of suffering. In the following 
scenes we want to try to see into 
them. 
Let us look into Suzy Sanguine's 
room.4 She is the picture of perfec-
tion; you would not know that she is 
dying. On her chart the doctors, 
nurses, and social worker all note 
how cooperative she is. Many times 
Suzy is hiding her real self behind 
conformity, something she learned 
to do a long time ago. Since she 
hides her feelings so well, no one is 
ministering to her suffering inside, 
where she is really hurting. 
Across the hall is Carl Choleric, a 
former hard-driving businessman. 
He has the whole place in an uproar. 
He complains boisterously that the 
food is lousy, that the nurses are not 
doing their job, and that someone is 
always running in and out of the 
room. And those doctors—they 
never tell you anything! He says, "I 
bet 50 of them came into my room 
and they all asked the same ques-
tion." To top it all off, he is con-
vinced that the family dumped him 
there to die. "None of them ever 
stops to see me," he says, even 
though you just passed his wife and 
family in the hall. Old Carl Choleric 
is hiding his suffering also, hiding 
behind running, fighting, and rebel-
ling. He tries to terrify people into 
ministering to him. 
In the room across from the nurses' 
station is Grandpa Philip Phlegmatic. 
He has not been coping well with his 
illness. He tried bargaining with the 
preacher and with God. He told 
them that if he pulls through he will 
be the most faithful member in the 
church. But nothing has seemed to 
work. 
Then he read something that E. 
Stanley Jones said that helped him 
more than anything. "If God did not 
cure him now, he would give him 
more power to use his infirmity," 
and "if death did come, this is God's 
final anesthetic which he uses to 
change our bodies."5 With that step 
of faith Grandpa Phlegmatic found 
acceptance for his disease. He is still 
dying, but things are going better 
because he has accepted his condi-
tion realistically and is learning to 
cope with himself and his disease in a 
way that is more helpful than either 
Suzy Sanguine or Carl Choleric. 
The place 
Sights / Smells / Sterility 
In the hospital setting the patient 
discovers that other patients on the 
floor have the same kind of problem 
as he does. There are lines of wheel-
chairs and gurneys and waiting rooms 
of people anxious about their own 
particular problems. The cancer 
patient may see bald-headed people 
wearing an assortment of hats, ban-
danas, and wigs. Then there are the 
needles, hoses, and shiny metallic 
and plastic surroundings. 
The patient at home also expe-
riences changes. There are accom-
modat ions for the hospital bed, 
medicines and equipment, files or 
boxes of paper work, bills, insurance 
questionnaires, and forms. What hap-
pened to the comfortable decora-
tions and the place we called home? 
Smells. All kinds of odors, includ-
ing your own if you are on chemo-
therapy or some other drug protocol. 
Sterility everywhere for the patient. 
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members who have responsibility in the area of pastoral care. 
It is all necessary. One must be care-
ful about colds and infections. Peo-
ple become afraid to touch or visit 
the patient. It can become lonely in 
the place where they are being 
treated. A patient may begin to feel, 
"Won't someone please hold me?" 
One cancer patient said, "My hus-
band hasn't touched me since he 
found out I have cancer." 
A Technological Jungle 
Dr. Willard Kraybill has stated 
that most money in the medical 
industry is spent on diagnostic equip-
ment and very little on care.6 We 
have a love affair with technology— 
C A T scans, magnetic imagery, laser 
operations, mechanical hearts and 
kidneys. The patient is sent f rom one 
technician to another and bankrupted 
in the process. The focus is on treat-
ment rather than cure, on extending 
life rather than learning how to die. 
Is this kind of life support morally 
what we want? 
All Those People in White 
Everyone who comes into the 
patient's room, from the doctor to 
the barber, wears white. They all 
seem to be poking, jagging, turning, 
probing, and asking mechanically, 
"How are you feeling today?" They 
do not listen to her answer as they 
check the chart, take her tempera-
ture, check vital signs, and make 
records in what seems like a cold, 
analytical way. The patient wonders 
if anyone listens or cares. 
As the people in white move to-
ward the door, they call out, "Do 
you have any questions?" The patient 
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is scared of saying something dumb. 
Before he can think of the question, 
they are gone. 
The pastor (and others 
who have this ministry) 
The pastor and other caring Chris-
tians come into this world of the 
terminally ill patient. Each is a "liv-
ing document" with his or her own 
background of experience. The pas-
tor or layperson often enters the 
patient's world with fear and trepi-
dation. While some may have train-
ing in such ministry, most have 
learned by experience. 
The patient sees you both as God's 
representative and as someone on 
his or her side. You are not wearing a 
white coat. Perhaps , thinks the 
patient, this person will listen to me. 
But you may be unsure of yourself. 
Visiting a terminally ill patient makes 
you aware of your own mortality. 
And you are afraid of causing com-
plications. 
What if talking to the cardiac 
patient about dying brings on a 
heart attack? What if a cancer or 
AIDS patient is contagious and you 
carry the disease home to your fam-
ily? What if you upset the patient by 
praying the wrong prayer in the 
Intensive Care Unit? To top it off, 
the family may say, "Whatever you 
do, don't tell the patient the truth 
about what is wrong." It sometimes 
seems that only the wisdom of Solo-
mon can help the Christian who 
wants to minister effectively in such 
situations. 
You soon discover that you are a 
"living document" coming in contact 
with another "living document ." 
Your life touches the life of the 
patient with the love of Christ pres-
ent in the moment of need. Sharing 
that moment means sharing the 
patient's story and feelings, even 
though you may have heard such 
stories a thousand times before. Your 
presence is more important than 
anything else. Listen. The patient is 
sharing deep feelings that are going 
on inside. Listen. The patient needs 
someone to listen and enter his or 
her world—not that you can do or 
fix anything, but that you hear and 
minister with the love of Christ. 
"Let him that hath ears, hear." Do 
not rush off to the next appoint-
ment. Do not even act ready to 
leave. Sit down on a chair near the 
patient on the side he or she is facing. 
Listen for key messages and feelings. 
Wait patiently, identify with and 
empathize with the patient's situa-
tion. Suffering may include the areas 
referred to already as well as issues 
of family, church, sin, needs, loved 
ones, and aloneness. 
How does the patient see himself? 
What is he dealing with? What 
dynamics lie under the surface? What 
kind of life and death questions is the 
patient asking? Reviewing visits and 
conversations is crucial in order to 
understand what is going on. Under-
standing the patient certainly helps 
the pastor and all Christian brothers 
and sisters as they minister in the 
name of Jesus Christ to the termi-
nally ill. • 
Footnotes 
'"The Nature of Suffering and the Goals 
of Medicine," New England Journal of Med-
icine, March 18, 1982. 
2"Cancer in the Family: Roles of Clergy," 
Christian Century, April 24, 1985, page 420. 
3 On Death and Dying, Macmillan Pub-
lishing Co., New York, 1969. 
4I am using the predominant tempera-
ment traits referred to by Dr. Tim LaHaye, 
How to be happy though married, Tyndale 
House Publishers, 1968 pages 11-24. 
5 Song of Ascents, Festival Books, Abing-
don, Nashville, 1979. 
6Health ethics hearing sponsored by Men-
nonite Mutual Aid, Strasburg Mennonite 
Church, June 28, 1986. 
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RENEWAL 2000 INTERVIEW 
"We are focusing on renewal 
and the study of doctrine." 
The Brethren in Christ Church is 
engaged in the process of writing a 
new statement of doctrinal under-
standing, coupled with an emphasis 
on renewal, under the direction of 
the Renewal 2000—Phase II Task 
Force. Recently the Visitor editor, 
Glen Pierce, interviewed three mem-
bers of the task force: Glenn Ginder, 
moderator; Don Shafer, general secre-
tary; and Luke Keefer Jr. represent-
ing the Board for Ministry and 
Doctrine. 
Glen Pierce: Could you briefly state 
what Renewal 2000—Phase II really 
is? 
Glenn Ginder: Renewal 2000 is 
an opportunity. As a total denomi-
nation, we can come to grips with 
renewal—with our spiritual growth, 
our response to who God is, and our 
seriousness about his mission. This 
is an opportunity we dare not miss! 
You focused on the aspect of 
renewal and didn't speak to the mat-
ter of doctrinal study. Do you think 
that the work being done in prepar-
ing a new doctrinal statement will 
itself help to bring renewal? 
Glenn: I want to emphasize both 
renewal and the doctrinal study. I 
see renewal happening when we focus 
on the Scripture and know what it is 
saying to us today. God's Word, sin-
cerely ingested, is a powerful basis 
for renewal. 
Don Shafer: If I were a person 
seeing the title "Renewal 2000— 
Phase II," I might ask what the first 
phase was and how it ties in. I believe 
it was in the mid- to late-1970s that 
the Board of Administration began 
to deal with the idea of reviewing our 
church structures and method of 
funding our ministries. A task force 
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was appointed which represented a 
cross section of the church—the 
Task Force on Structure, Funding, 
and Budgeting. There were a number 
of us who felt that task force had a 
pretty stark name, so it was renamed 
"Renewal 2000." 
As that task force finished up its 
work, we saw that we really hadn't 
spent enough time and energy on 
renewal, so now we're emphasizing 
it. When you work on statements of 
belief as we are now, you tend to 
focus on renewal more than when 
you are looking at structure. 
Luke Keefer Jr.: I'd agree. After 
the Church Review and Study Com-
mittee did its work in the 1950s, 
which resulted in the structural 
changes of 1957, we then worked on 
the doctrinal statements for the 
Manual of Doctrine and Govern-
"I see renewal happen-
ing when we focus on 
the Scripture and know 
what it is saying to us 
today."—Glenn Ginder 
ment. This was an update of the con-
stitution and by-laws of the 1940s. 
So the whole was brought together— 
both structural and doctrinal state-
ments—in a new manual. We are, 
coincidentally, following the same 
pattern now. 
Is there a reason for this? Do we as 
a church basically agree on matters 
of doctrine, andfind instead that our 
structures are where the points of 
tension arise? 
Glenn: Certainly the structural ele-
ments often become more obvious 
tension points in day-to-day life in 
the church. 
Don: Also, the Brethren in Christ 
really accentuate unity. I think there 
was the perception—at least among 
the leadership—that dealing with 
doctrine ran the risk of stirring up 
deeper feelings in people. It was rela-
tively easy to arrive at some agree-
ment on shifting our structure, fund-
ing, and budgeting. But in terms of 
restating our beliefs, we felt it would 
be wise to take more time and deal 
with that secondly. I think the fact 
that it has taken this long is due to 
leadership trying to be discerning 
about the process. 
It's fairly easy to understand why 
we as a church want to focus on 
renewal. But why do we need to 
work on a new doctrinal statement? 
Isn't our doctrine clear and un-
changing? 
Don: There are at least six con-
fessions of faith or statements of 
doctrine in the history of the Brethren 
in Christ, starting as early as the 
1700s. Twenty to 30 years spans a 
generation. Each generation needs 
to state its doctrine. Doctrine is not 
Scripture; that does stand eternal. 
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"Doctrine deals with 
interpretation—how we 
look at Scripture. We 
need a fresh statement, 
not one that's rewritten 
or revised, but new." 
—Don Shafer 
But doctrine deals with interpreta-
tion, how we look at the Scriptures 
today. We need a fresh statement, 
not one that's rewritten or revised, 
but new. 
Glenn: We Christians know that 
the Scriptures speak authoritatively. 
We also know we live in a world that 
is constantly shifting. We must find 
ways not so much to read the Scrip-
tures differently, but to know how 
we relate to them differently, living 
as we do in a changing world. 
So a doctrinal statement is a state-
ment of how we see the Scripture— 
which is unchanging—applied to our 
society which is changing? 
Don: Yes, a doctrinal statement 
reflects our particular family inter-
ests. It helps to answer such ques-
tions as: Why do we pick certain 
beliefs for our generation? Do they 
come f rom our culture? From the 
fundamentalist accent? From part of 
the evangelical movement? The char-
ismatic movement? 
Luke: I would make the point 
that all doctrinal statements are for a 
time and all reflect the time in which 
they are made. Church families dif-
fer, too. Territorial churches, or ones 
with a creedal, liturgical orientation, 
don't change statements very often. 
The statements of the Roman Catho-
lics, the Greek Orthodox, and the 
Anglicans, for example, have stood 
for years. They operate with min-
imal areas of agreement and don't 
try to regulate or speak definitively 
to the day-to-day areas of people's 
lives. 
I think a believer's church, like 
ours, which works from a confes-
sional stance that is both experien-
tial and very practically oriented, 
considers the details of a Christian's 
life. We spell out those details with 
far more particularity. We are en-
gaged in more frequent restatements, 
therefore, because the specifics of life 
tend to change more than a state-
ment on the Trinity, or the Lord's 
Supper, or baptism. The kind of 
church we are enters historically into 
why we restate our doctrine more 
often than some other churches do. 
Don: I concur that we are the 
people of God gathered around the 
Scriptures. The community is con-
cerned about what we say about the 
Scriptures, not just a creed delivered 
years ago. 
You mentioned earlier several dif-
ferent schools of thought—funda-
mentalist, evangelical, charismatic. 
In this doctrinal study, will the task 
force look specifically at those and 
other specific theological perspec-
tives? Or will you simply proceed 
with the assumption that we all 
come to the task having been influ-
enced by a variety of theological 
perspectives? 
Don: One thing we are trying to 
do is hear f rom our people in the 
congregations. Once again in our 
journey, we will listen to the Brethren 
in Christ who have been impacted by 
the movements you've named. 
Luke: I've been increasingly im-
pressed that we have talked about 
three roots of the Brethren in Christ 
Church—Pietist, Anabaptist, and 
Wesleyan. I think we now need to 
talk about a fourth. Since the late 
1940s, we have very consciously 
moved into the 1950s and 1960s, in 
doctrinal issues, and even in church 
architecture. One of the tension 
points right now in the Brethren in 
Christ Church is what the evangeli-
cal influence is doing to our other 
roots of heritage. 
I am concerned that as we become 
increasingly "evangelical," both the 
Wesleyan and Anabaptist emphases 
are suffering. Those traditions have 
been blunted to make room for the 
larger evangelicalism. It's an issue I'd 
really like to see us grapple with 
creatively. Are we in a transition 
where we are moving away from one 
orientation and being taken over by 
another one? 
The interesting thing historically 
is that when we only had two roots— 
Pietism and Anabaptism—and the 
Wesleyan influence came among us 
in a vigorous way, there was give and 
take. Eventually there was a synthe-
sis, so that we never came out being a 
Wesleyan denomination just like 
other Wesleyan groups. We con-
sciously borrowed some Wesleyan 
understandings; we consciously re-
jected others. I hope we can be that 
intentionally constructive about the 
evangelical movement and its influ-
ence upon us. 
You have identified one issue need-
ing discernment. How will we dis-
"I would make the point 
t h a t all d o c t r i n a l 
statements are for a time 
and reflect the times in 
which they are made." 
—Luke Keefer, Jr. 
June 1987 13 
cover what other contemporary 
issues—or even future concerns— 
should be addressed in this doctrinal 
study? 
Don: A doctrinal statement needs 
to last for more than a decade. But 
issues tend to shift. We are trying to 
pick up on key, central, biblical 
accents for our church family that 
obviously will reflect some of the 
issues of our day—such as the sanc-
tity of life, for example—that may 
be pressing us right now, but will last 
us for at least a couple of decades. 
Some such issues may not have been 
with us 40 years ago, but will proba-
bly be in the future. 
Luke: I think it's easier to project 
ministry visions into the future— 
growth, finance, structures—than to 
project doctrines into the future. In 
fact, who is the prophet here who 
will know what the issues are going 
to be? There needs to be a dialogue 
between the heritage being passed 
on and the issues of the present day. 
It's hard to make a doctrinal state-
ment for the future without being 
terribly chancy, or restricting your-
selves to very safe statements that 
aren't likely to be any different 50 
years f rom now. 
Please outline how the doctrinal 
section will be worked on and how 
an individual can become involved? 
Don: We really want to invite 
every interested person throughout 
the church to be involved as much as 
possible. There is some concern that 
formulating our new doctrinal state-
ment will be done only by church 
leaders. But the intent and plan of 
the task force is to interact at the 
three levels of church life—local, 
regional, and general. Task forces at 
each regional level will be working 
with the bishop, inviting congrega-
tions and individuals to write and to 
meet in small groups to dialogue 
about issues. We'll also be doing that 
through publications like the Vis-
itor. We hope to bring a proposed 
outline to the 1988 General Confer-
ence so people can see the basic con-
tent. Then we will assign writers who 
will bring a first reading to the 1990 
General Conference. 
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W e really want to invite every interested 
person throughout the church to be involved 
as much as possible. The plan of the task force 
is to interact at the three levels of church 
life—local, regional, and general . . . We 
are inviting congregations and individuals to 
write and to meet in small groups to dialogue 
about issues. 
Whom should a person with an 
interest or concern contact? 
Don: The bishop in each regional 
conference is the most visible per-
son. Or you may contact one of the 
regional representatives on the Re-
newal 2000—Phase II task force. 
These were listed in the April Vis-
itor, appearing along with the Re-
newal 2000—Phase II pu rpose 
statement. 
We've talked at length about the 
doctrinal study. Could you outline 
some of the ways the task force is 
planning to focus on renewal? 
Luke: Denominat ional boards 
have already received a letter invit-
ing them to set aside time in their 
agenda not just to do business, but 
to pray for renewal in the brother-
hood and to make personal com-
mitments toward seeing renewal. 
That's a significant factor. 
Don: The task force is recom-
mending that congregations partici-
pate in the 50-Day Spiritual Adven-
ture program sponsored annually by 
the Chapel of the Air broadcast just 
prior to Easter. In the last couple of 
years, several of our churches have 
found this emphasis to be helpful in 
promoting personal and congrega-
tional renewal. More word about 
the 50-Day Adventure for 1988 will 
be shared at ACCENT '87 (the July 
retreat for pastors and spouses). 
Luke: We are also projecting an 
adult Sunday school elective. Four 
study papers are being prepared 
which would form the framework of 
this proposed elective: (1) "Doctri-
nal Formulation in Scripture and in 
the History of Christianity," by 
Owen Alderfer; (2) "The Brethren 
in Christ and the Use of Scripture," 
by Mar t in Schrag; (3) " H u m a n 
Influences on Our Understanding of 
Scripture," by Lawrence Yoder; and 
"Principles of Interpretat ion at 
Work in the Brethren in Christ," 
which I am writing. 
Don: This elective, which is being 
proposed to the Commission on 
Christian Education Literature for 
their counsel, would bring together 
the two topics of renewal and the 
study of doctrinal statements. The 
task force feels it would provide a 
way for congregations to grapple 
with some of the same topics that 
were studied at the 1986 study con-
ference at McMaster University, just 
before General Conference. 
Glenn: I 'm excited about the 
potential of this elective. Adult 
classes in every congregation could 
have a closeup look at the implica-
tions of serious Bible study. This 
elective material would accent help-
ful insights about how the Bible is 
interpreted. It would also give op-
portunity for discussing the various 
doctrinal issues that grow out of 
such Bible study. 
We've looked at some specific 
things that the task force is doing. 
What do you see as the overall goal 
for Renewal 2000—Phase II? What 
difference should it make in the life 
of the Brethren in Christ Church? 
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Don: The intent is to call our 
churches to a new and fresh look at 
what we believe. It is also a time of 
refreshing, so that along with our 
accent on church p lan t ing and 
growth, we pay attention to both 
evangelism and nurture. We also 
want to bring the spirit and the heart 
to any structural changes that we've 
proposed and be more effective as 
well as efficient. 
Luke: I think a doctrinal state-
ment needs to be something that 
reflects where the church is in the 
present. If people in membership 
classes, for instance, see a vast dis-
crepancy between what's written in 
the church's doctrinal statement and 
what they are observing in the 
church, they sense that we have an 
integrity problem. Of course, some 
people are very comfortable with the 
statement of the 1960s. We will not 
arrive at the place where everybody 
feels ready for a new statement. And 
hammering out a doctrinal state-
ment is sometimes an uncomforta-
ble process. Nonetheless, it is a very 
necessary process. We need a state-
ment that reflects where the church 
is now. 
Don: The process of restatement 
should do two things. It will invite 
people to look at the Scriptures and 
what we believe. Secondly, it will 
relieve the embarrassment some peo-
ple feel because our practices do not 
match our statements of 30 years 
ago. Most people will feel better 
about handing our written beliefs to 
new people. 
Glenn: I am pleased with my good 
fortune at being a part of this present 
generation that is involved in the 
process of writing a new doctrinal 
statement. The very process forces 
us to a more serious reading of the 
Scripture. God has certainly blessed 
us with this opportunity. I hope the 
freshness and enthusiasm we feel in 
coming to the Scripture in this way 
will spill over into the next genera-
tion. The long-range goal is to keep 
us anchored in the bedrock of divine 
truth. I do not think of this as a 
fearful process. I'm a person of hope. 
I believe the study of Scripture can 
blend us together. • 
June 1987 
The world we live in today is wracked 
with discouragement and disappoint-
ment. One need not look far to see a 
tragedy in the making. We have become 
in many ways a lazy and careless people. 
We settle for so much less than what our 
Creator has promised. Have we started 
to believe, maybe just a little, that the 
sanctified life can be lived in a parttime 
way? What are we pursuing? Do we 
pursue with all our energies things that 
will be of value not only in this life but 
also in eternity? 
"Holiness: the Pursuit of Excellence" 
was the theme for this year's Christian 
Holiness Association's convention, held 
March 31 - April 2 at Hershey Lodge and 
Convention Center, a lovely facility 
located among 30 acres of Pennsylvania 
Dutch countryside. 
We were concerned at this convention 
that holiness in the Christian life is not 
only talked about, but also experienced, 
and promoted in a manner of excel-
lence. The theme was appropriately 
Free Indeed—The Story of Camp 
Freedom, by Simon A. Lehman Jr. 
Published by the Camp Freedom Board 
of Directors, 1987, paper, 81 pages. 
Reviewed by Dr. Arthur M. Climenhaga. 
A noted historian once said, "History 
is biography writ large." The statement 
means that to really get a picture of the 
historical record one should pay more 
attention to the biographical details of 
the people who lived in the times covered 
than to a dry record of the dates and 
events. People make history live, not 
just a chronological record of happen-
ings. 
In that vein, Simon Lehman Jr. has 
produced a historical record of Camp 
Freedom in St. Petersburg, Florida, 
from its inception to its present ministry. 
While the chapters move in historical 
sequence, each section is a composite of 
presented in the seminars, plenary ses-
sions, evening rallies and luncheon 
finale. 
Music was provided by Ken and 
Betty Masterman; groups from Eastern 
Nazarene College, United Wesleyan Col-
lege, and Messiah College; and the Pen-
del Singers and Brass from the Eastern 
Pennsylvania and Delaware Division of 
Salvation Army. 
Many Brethren in Christ people at-
tended. Nearly 50 attended the denomi-
national breakfast and dinner. We have 
no record as to how many others at-
tended the rallies. Many of our Brethren 
in Christ men and ladies shared in the 
host committee work. 
A number of our leaders continue to 
lead in the administration of the CHA. 
Bishop John A. Byers was installed as 
vice-president. Thus he will be serving as 
chairman of the program committee for 
the 120th convention, which will con-
vene in Portland, Oregon, April 19-21, 
1988. —reported by Simon Lehman, Jr. 
short, sharply etched stories of and by 
people. One senses the working of the 
Holy Spirit in human lives out of which 
came the development of buildings, 
camp grounds, camp programs. 
From the standpoint of this reviewer, 
who had the privilege of speaking at the 
camp in the 1960s, several items stand 
out in the story. First, the development 
of the camp from an independent pro-
gram with the Baugheys to its associa-
tion with the Brethren in Christ Church 
shows the devotion of people such as 
Harry Hock to the brotherhood and the 
church. Second, the chapter on fishing 
demonstrates the very human qualities 
of camp personnel. Third, the sketch of 
a sermon by Bishop Charlie B. Byers on 
"The Church Must Have the Holy Spirit" 
is an excellent one for any preacher's 
sermon idea file. 
Brother Simon Lehman, with this 
story of Camp Freedom, has done an 
act of service to the brotherhood in 
adding to the growing body of historical 
material on the life, program, people, 
and institutions of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. The best way to sense the value 
of Free Indeed is to obtain a copy and to 
read it. ($5.95 plus 50c postage from 
Simon Lehman Jr., 1465 Orrs Bridge 





by Deborah E. McCoy 
"Please fasten your seatbelts. In a 
few minutes we will be landing in 
Lusaka." The date was November 8, 
1986. My husband Rich and I and 
our two sons ( Joshua , 10, and 
Nathan, 7) were finally arriving in 
Zambia for a short-term missions 
assignment. Rich was to serve as a 
laboratory technician at Macha 
Hospital, relieving a full-time mis-
sionary who was home on furlough. 
What prompted us to uproot our 
family and travel over 8,000 miles to 
a foreign country to work in a mis-
sion hospital for only three months? 
We had previously applied to serve 
at Macha in 1974. But because Rich 
wasn't registered as a medical tech-
nologist here in the United States, 
the Zambian government would not 
accept him. This rejection eventually 
spurred Rich on to take and pass the 
registry exam, leading to the job he 
has today. In a sense, we felt as if we 
"owed" some time to mission work, 
since it seemed to be indirectly re-
sponsible for Rich's current job. 
When the opportunity arose to serve 
three months, we eagerly pursued it. 
The timing seemed to be right. Be-
cause we both enjoy traveling, the 
chance to live in a different culture 
was an exciting prospect. Most im-
portant, we wanted to expose our 
sons to missionary life, in the hope 
that this experience might influence 
them to choose to do missions work 
later in their lives. 
You might well ask what anyone 
can accomplish in just three short 
months. We, too, asked such a ques-
I tion of ourselves many times as we 
prepared to leave for Zambia. Rich 
was concerned about the type of lab 
work he would be doing, mainly in 
parasitology, for which he had little 
prior experience (except for the hasty 
studying he did before leaving the 
States). Would he really be a help or 
just a hindrance? I was selfish enough 
to want to make one friend, just one, 
a Zambian I could get to know on a 
one-to-one basis. And how could 
Rich and I relate to the Zambians 
when we didn't have any language 
training? These were our fears, and 
so became the prayer concerns we 
shared with fr iends and church 
family. 
What surprises we had in store for 
us! Rich began working three days 
after our arrival. Yes, he was over-
whelmed by and unprepared for the 
work, but he was paired with a very 
capable, helpful young Zambian 
named Gracious. Rich and Gracious 
soon developed a working relation-
ship that used their abilities to the 
fullest. More important, they shared 
a love for the Lord and spent a great 
deal of time sharing faith experi-
ences and discipling each other. 
As for me, I was blessed with not 
one friend, but three! Rita was a 
13-year-old schoolgirl whose friend-
ship with me began over a batch of 
sugar cookies I helped her bake for 
her sister. Rita had recently said 
goodbye to a short-term missionary 
friend f rom Kansas, and I helped fill 
the void her departure caused. As I 
left Macha and Rita, I couldn't help 
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Rich with hospital co-worker Gracious 
Simwanza 
Deborah's special friend, Rita Mweenka 
Nathan (left) and Joshua McCoy in an 
African village. 
but think of all the goodbyes Rita 
has said in her young life. 
Another friend was Bina Guide, 
who lived in a nearby village. It was 
she who so graciously introduced me 
to the hospitality of her people. She 
also quite bravely tried to teach me 
how to plow the maize fields with a 
team of oxen. She delighted in my 
attempts to speak her language. 
Maureen was my Bible study 
partner. We tried to meet weekly to 
work through a lesson book. During 
this time together we also learned 
about the other's life, family and 
faith experiences. We prayed for and 
encouraged each other. Though we 
met together for only 7 weeks, the 
time we spent together served to 
widen my insights into the faith of 
my brothers and sisters in Zambia. 
Our fears regarding our lack of 
language abilities were quickly al-
layed. English was spoken in the 
hospital, and if Rich needed help, a 
student nurse or missionary staff 
member was able to serve as inter-
preter. Our son Nathan taught us 
quite a lot of Tonga, which he 
learned f rom his Zambian friend, 
Lawrence. Most of the people we 
met were very tolerant of our lan-
guage deficiency and we learned that 
a smile really does speak a universal 
language. Were we to stay longer, we 
definitely would have pursued lan-
guage training. 
While we as a family did contrib-
ute to the life and work at Macha, we 
also benefited f rom the experience. 
We learned a new appreciation of 
our surroundings. We marvelled at 
the sunsets, the clouds, and the night 
sky at Macha. Once home, we real-
ized that we also have beautiful 
sunsets here, but we never took the 
time to notice them! 
We lived for three months in a 
culture where people matter. This 
was always in evidence whether we 
were walking along a path, or a guest 
in a village—the people took time to 
be with us. We have learned (or 
relearned) to value friendships and 
people over material things. 
Our children learned to be crea-
tive! Without television or store-
bought toys, they had to use their 
imaginations. What a gift! 
I learned to cook! Don't laugh, it's 
true. I was notorious for using pre-
pared foods or serving "fast food" at 
home. Those items are not available 
in Zambia, and I was forced to cook 
from "scratch." What a surprise to 
discover we ate better and felt better, 
too. 
While at Macha, we had a water 
shortage problem. This meant de-
creased supplies for washing clothes, 
bathing, etc. It's difficult to live with 
a water shortage. We talked about 
how we never thought much about 
where our water comes from; we just 
expected it to be there every time we 
turned on the faucet. We prayed 
daily for rain, for the water pumps to 
work, for the electricity to work. We 
all became more aware of our de-
pendency upon God for even the 
smallest details of our lives. 
While living and work ing at 
Macha, we saw firsthand the work 
our full-time missionaries are doing. 
The hours are long; the results are 
sometimes slow to come. We shared 
both their joys and their frustra-
tions. We have a real appreciation 
for their commitment to share both 
themselves and Christ with the peo-
ple among whom they live. As I 
wrote in a letter to our home church, 
our missionaries labor long and love 
greatly. 
Perhaps the most important result 
of our short-term assignment was 
the realization that as a family, we 
need to encourage others to become 
involved in mission work. We would 
like our excitement for missions to 
become your excitement. There are 
many ways in which you can be 
invo lved—by serving on your 
church's missions committee, by 
prayerfully or financially supporting 
a missionary, maybe even serving as 
a short-term or full-time missions 
assignee. The choice is yours. While 
we can't guarantee you'll love it, we 
can guarantee your life will be 
changed. • 
June 1987 
The author and her family live in Harris-
burg, Pa., and are members of the Grantham 
congregation. If you are interested in a short-
term missions experience like Deborah de-
scribed, contact the missions office at P. O. 





Church growth team at work 
The denominational theme imple-
mented at the 1986 General Confer-
ence is "Energized to Evangelize." 
The Brethren in Christ Church in 
Zimbabwe has been carrying out this 
theme, as indicated in the following 
article. 
On its second pioneering tour, the 
church growth team started out very 
actively. The team was made up of 
Tadious and Sibusiso Moyo, Ger-
trude Ncube, and Urtson and Janet 
Moyo. Like hunters eagerly search-
ing for their special game in thick 
bush, they did door-to-door visita-
tion. Like soldiers of Christ they 
courageously approached cities and 
communal areas. Everywhere they 
worked they were not ashamed to 
report the good and bad things they 
experienced during their visitation. 
They worked in the fol lowing 
churches and districts: 
Entumbane: In January 1986 the 
team spent three weeks doing follow-
up at Entumbane where a church 
was planted two years ago. Without 
a full-time pastor, the attendance was 
going down. Here 37 people were 
reached. Open air meetings were held 
daily after house-to-house visitation. 
They met with not less than 70 people 
during these meetings. When they 
arrived at this place, average Sunday 
attendance came up to 168, but in 
their last service attendance reached 
249. In June the team returned to 
in t roduce the new pastor , Luke 
Sibanda. We thank the Lord for 
providing this full-time leader. 
Gwabhila: At the end of January, 
the team left for Gwabhila, in the 
Wanezi District, aiming to plant a 
Rev. K. Q. Moyo, is the coordinator of the 
church growth team and overseer of urban 
churches in Zimbabwe. This article was 
condensed from Good Words, the news 
magazine of the Brethren in Christ Church in 
Zimbabwe. 
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daughter church for Gwabhila. The 
mother church was averaging 100, 
but it grew to 130. Of those who 
repented, 40 joined the class getting 
ready for baptism. The team also 
successfully planted a daughter church 
with an attendance of 30 and 8 get-
ting ready for baptism. 
Kana I: Through a special request 
to me by the hard-working deacon 
and pastor, the team was sent to 
work at Kana I in the Gwaai District. 
Here 30 homes were visited in two 
weeks, 62 people received the Lord, 
and 32 started to attend baptismal 
class. Three Bible study classes were 
started, and the attendance grew 
from 30 to 115. We thank the Kana I 
church members for their coopera-
tion in working with the team. 
Esigodini: The team did follow-
up work here as this church was 
started last year in the Matopo Dis-
trict. They repeated the lessons they 
had taught last year and continued to 
do visitation. Attendance grew from 
35 to 60. They were also invited to 
work at Nsezi nearby but spent much 
of their time comforting the bereaved 
as there were a number of deaths. 
People took turns coming to church 
because of the situation. Even so 
God helped the team to visit 61 
homes, and 23 people repented. The 
team left the attendance at 80. 
Mpopoma: An old crowded town-
ship having people from different 
languages and cultures has been neg-
lected by many evangelists. This is 
Mabuthweni, about a kilometer from 
Mpopoma Church. One day a team 
member asked, "Where shall we be 
going next week, since we are in 
town?" My answer was, "Do street 
evangelism in central Bulawayo," but 
after a pause I said, "What about 
Mabuthweni?" Members present 
shouted, "Amen." The team spent 
about two months there. They visited 
270 homes (each three times), saw 
101 people confess their sins to God, 
and started Bible study groups. The 
new converts began to attend Mpo-
poma Church. Some were among 
those who were baptized at Mpo-
poma this year. When the team left, 
the coordinator took over training a 
class of 11 people who are now ready 
to lead Bible studies and Sunday 
school classes. 
Harare: The team spent a full 
month in Harare. The Harare Church 
has invited them to plant a church in 
Glen View. Unfortunately this was 
discouraged by the authorities of that 
township, who would allow a tent 
meeting but not door-to-door visita-
tion. As a result the team worked in 
Glen Nora Township with the 12-
year-old church. They visited 209 
houses and 63 people received the 
Lord. Four Bible studies were organ-
ized and 19 helpers from the church 
were trained to continue with the 
activities of the team after their de-
parture. This is a city with Shona 
culture and traditions, so anyone 
wanting to help the church grow here 
must adjust himself to the culture. 
Because the church founders were 
Ndebele, contextualization is urgently 
needed. 
Finally, let me give a few items 
from the Urban District. High at-
tendance in 1986 at Lobengula stood 
at over 1500, so a second service has 
been started. The city council has 
granted permission to expand the 
building. The high priority for 1987 is 
to build a parsonage. They have a 
full-time caretaker for the church 
and an assistant part-time pastor. 
High attendance at Nkulumane 
was 610. The church members here 
still visit homes and organize Bible 
studies. They have area leaders and 
good Sunday school classes, beauti-
ful singing groups, a men's fellow-
ship, a local church growth commit-
tee, and good short services on 
Sunday. It is no wonder that the 
attendance has grown from 70 in 
January 1985 to over 600 now. Other 
record attendances for the urban 
churches are: Phumula, 590; Mpo-
poma, 517; Bulawayo Central, 400; 
Nguboyenja, 520; Entumbane, 220; 
Hillside, 65; Rangemore, 30; Gweru, 
60; and Harare, 200. 
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od at work in our world 
Does God answer prayer? 
Susie Gilmore— Venezuela 
Arlin, a divorced lady in our congre-
gation, is the mother of two small girls 
and is also a busy dentist. Thursday 
evening she came to prayer meeting very 
burdened because her former husband 
was threatening to take the two girls and 
half of her business from her. He evi-
dently had bribed the judge to sway the 
legalities in his favor and there was 
seemingly no human answer to the 
problem. In light of urgent timing, our 
prayer meeting plan was lifted and we 
prayed as a believing body on her behalf 
for God to intervene. 
Does God answer? The following 
week, the morning newspaper announced 
the judge handling Arlin's case had been 
dismissed from her post for illegal deal-
ings and her legal cases suspended. Pray 
for Arlin's future as she attends to her 
demanding profession, is a single par-
ent, and battles loneliness. 
The Holy Spirit at work 
in Orissa 
Pramod Roul—India 
The anti-Christian elements are very 
active in the state of Orissa. They have 
determined to annihilate all Christian 
work in the state. Even long-existing 
churches have been burned. Their strat-
egy is to disturb and wipe out all Chris-
tian activities in the state. Therefore, we 
are always on their target of attack. But 
God in his sovereign grace and power is 
saving us. 
During 1986, we worked in 40 vil-
lages. Half of this number had concen-
trated attention while the remainder 
were occasionally contacted. The Lord 
poured out his blessings and our churches 
tripled. By the end of the year, we had 
nine established churches. This remark-
able growth is the work of the Holy 
Spirit who transforms the lives of many 
people. 
Two villages made corporate deci-
sions to become Christian. They literally 
turned from idols and evil spirits to wor-
ship the living God. Praise the Lord for 
this miracle! Although they do not have 
opposition within the village, their 
neighboring villages have cut their usual 
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contact with them to show their displeas-
ure of this corporate conversion to 
Christianity. However, they are prepared 
to face any challenge that would come to 
quench their newfound faith. 
It seems appropriate that instead of 
extending our work, we should give this 
year to nurturing the new believers in 
the Word of God so that they may get 
strongly rooted in the faith. 
Challenging potential 
John Graybill—Japan 
We have discovered an interesting 
and challenging detail in our witness 
here in Nagoya. We have just completed 
four and a half years of active evange-
lism in this city and at the present time, 
we have 121 different individuals in-
volved in some area of our witness, 
either in the worship service, the seekers' 
class, leadership training class, cooking 
and English classes, or Sunday school. 
Of these, 15 are members of our group, 
which means we have many potential 
believers within our reach. Please help 
us pray for this opportunity. 
Another detail shows us that this 
number represents 102 different house-
holds that should be won to the Lord. 
This means that if we could win the 
other partner in the household, or some 
of the children, we have the potential of 
between a 200- and 300-member con-
gregation within the next few years, 
without even winning any more new 
contacts and friends! What a challenge! 
Oh, how we need you to pray with us 
that the power of Satan will be broken 
and these, our friends and students, will 
be released from the grip of the devil and 
come to the fulness of salvation in Jesus. 
We thank God for 
our children 
Marshall Poe— Nicaragua 
We thank God for our children. 
Krista, 14 years, Karen, 15, and Keith, 
17, seem content here and participate 
with us in our work. Keith and Karen 
have had the stretching experience of 
teaching Sunday school classes in Span-
ish for a year. At school they are all 
members of the student council. We are 
grateful for the testimony and Christian 
standards which they can share there. 
Keith will be graduating from high 
school in July and plans to enter college 
in the United States in the fall. We 
believe we need to continue to be availa-
ble to each other as a family, so we have 
made the decision to terminate our work 
in Nicaragua when our furlough starts 
in July. The leaving will be difficult, 
especially for Keith, Karen, and Krista 
who have changed from being children 
to youth while living in Nicaragua. Most 
of their friends are from countries out-
side the United States, so the change to 
life in the United States will be a big one. 
For Eleanor and me, it will be easier to 
leave knowing that there are dedicated 
and trained leaders working in the 
church, and others in training. 
Expansion and giving 
Phil Thuma—Zambia 
It is good to be back in Zambia and 
see the church going forward. I keep 
hearing of new places where Brethren in 
Christ churches have been established. 
While many of these are in small villages 
with only a small group and a lay leader, 
it is still encouraging to know that the 
gospel is being spread to new places. 
We also had our annual church coun-
cil meeting at the Macha church. While 
the meeting lasted longer than any one 
we have ever been in before— 10:00 a.m. 
until 5:30 p.m.—it was a very good ses-
sion, with many of our church people 
dealing frankly with various problems 
in the church. The congregation also 
approved a budget for this year that is 
nearly twice what it was last year, this at 
a time when the country is experiencing 
very difficult economic times. A recent 
report I read says that the real income of 
Zambians has dropped by 45 percent in 
the past 10 years, and we can verify this 
as we see income levels going down, and 
prices going up. Despite this, the church 
plans on increased giving and expanded 
programs. How encouraging to see such 
vision! While one may wonder if this is 
being realistic, I would tell you that our 
local congregation had total offerings 20 
percent above the budget needs of last 
year! 
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Kick the boredom 
out of 
your prayer meeting 
Advance study, research, and use 
of computers (as useful as they may 
be) in missiology can never be a sub-
stitute for fervent prayer on the part 
of God's people. Hundreds of Scrip-
ture verses and dozens of good books 
attest the value God attaches to the 
prayers of his people. His call to us 
today includes the call to meaningful 
prayer that is both private and cor-
porate. The lack of real, consistent, 
intelligent group prayer for the un-
evangelized of the world—even in 
many evangelical and Bible-believing 
churches—should be a great con-
cern to all who love Christ and want 
his Gospel spread to all nations. 
Many Christians really want to be 
effective in prayer for missions, but 
are not sure how to begin. Others are 
finding their own church prayer meet-
ings unattractive, boring, and dead. 
Even in those groups where there is 
an exciting, renewed interest in 
prayer and praise, this does not 
always include much emphasis on 
intercession and especially interces-
sion for world missions. Verses such 
as Matthew 9:36-38 are clear in 
showing the absolutely vital role of 
prayer in accomplishing the task of 
world evangelization: 
But when he saw the multi-
tudes, he was moved with com-
passion on them, because they 
were faint, and were scattered 
abroad, as sheep having no 
shepherd. Then saith he unto 
his disciples, "The harvest truly 
is plenteous, but the labourers 
are few. Pray ye, therefore, the 
Lord of the harvest, that he will 
George Verwer is the International Direc-
tor of Operation Mobilization. This article 
first appeared in an OM publication, and is 
reprinted by permission. 
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send forth labourers into his 
harvest" (KJV). 
Laying a foundation 
But what can be done? Stating the 
facts—even believing them—is not 
enough. There must be action. Pas-
tors and church leaders must act, 
and every church member must co-
operate. Here are some basic sugges-
tions which I have observed to be 
effective: 
1. It is vital that church leaders 
meet together for discussion and 
prayer on specific action they should 
take to make the prayer meetings a 
main event in their churches. 
2. There must be loving, firm 
preaching and teaching on the bibli-
cal basis for prayer. 
3. There should be wide-scale dis-
tribution of good books on prayer to 
the congregation, along with other 
informative books such as Opera-
tion World. 
4. Church leaders should wait on 
God and prepare in a serious way, 
planning carefully for each prayer 
meeting. 
5. The work of missions can be 
made more real and personal to the 
individual Christians if church lead-
ers will: 
(a) Encourage each one to cor-
respond with missionaries. 
(b) Urge families to adopt a mis-
sionary family and present briefly 
the needs of that family to the prayer 
meeting from time to time. 
(c) Arrange for visiting mission-
aries to stay in the homes of the 
members of the congregation. 
(d) Invite missionaries to share in 
the prayer meetings as often as pos-
sible, arranging times for fellowship 
afterwards. 
(e) Encourage the congregation 
to visit mission fields and home 
bases whenever possible. 
Transforming unpopular prayer 
meetings 
How specifically can we get out of 
the rut which often makes this the 
most boring, unpopular meeting of 
the week? I'd like to pass on a few 
suggestions used effectively for more 
than twenty years in our work: 
Vary the format. This is extremely 
important. Often the more accus-
tomed we become to a routine, the 
less vital it becomes to us. Vary the 
beginning. Start sometimes with 
worship, prayer, and thanksgiving. 
At other times begin with a brief 
challenge to prayer or with individu-
als giving specific answers to prayer 
or with audio-visual materials. 
Avoid long periods of sameness. 
Prayer must involve the mind and a 
long period which does not require 
personal involvement allows the 
mind to drift. Therefore, it is good to 
break the meeting into shor ter 
segments. 
Specific suggestions 
1. Af te r a t ime of co rpora te 
prayer, break into small groups 
which will give opportunity for each 
person to participate. Each group 
could, for example, be given infor-
mation about one area of the world 
and asked to concentrate their pray-
ers on that area. 
2. Make good use of films and 
filmstrips. Many mission groups 
have produced very effective A.V. 
resources which provide a good stim-
ulus to prayer. 
3. Present prayer requests, but 
keep them short! Long detailed ac-
counts for prayer not only kill the 
spirit of the meeting, but they also 
often leave very little time for prayer. 
Prayer requests can be written in 
advance and given out as people 
arrive. Or, they can be written on a 
chalkboard or overhead transpar-
ency. One of the best helps is an 
overhead projector, especially as out-
line maps of various countries could 
also be shown. 
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4. Keep the ministry f rom the 
Word short . . . but powerful. 
5. Read quotations f rom signifi-
cant missionary biographies or books 
on prayer. 
6. Delegate individuals to give a 
brief update on a particular field. 
This could include the population of 
the region, its religion, etc.—all eas-
ily obtained f rom the book, Opera-
tion World. Also share something of 
missionary work being done there as 
well as any current news regarding 
that area. 
7. Play short tape recordings from 
missionaries on the field. 
8. When showing slides, why not 
stop for a time of prayer after each 
half dozen or so slides rather than 
having a long, non-stop slide presenta-
tion? 
9. Do not omit the ministry of 
music. Good music is an aid in wor-
ship and will help set the tone for the 
entire meeting. During a long prayer 
meeting, it is important to stop the 
intercession for a time of refueling, 
so to speak, through praise, worship, 
and thanksgiving. 
Frequency and Location 
Where and how often should group 
prayer meetings be held? In addition 
to the weekly church prayer meet-
ing, I strongly advise that the meet-
ing be held periodically in homes. 
This opens doors of ministry through 
the home and avoids the pitfall of 
isolating prayer for missions f rom 
fellowship and basic growth. Around 
the world God is working in home 
meetings. A church is foolish if it 
totally fails to make use of this con-
cept in some way. How sad, on the 
other hand, to see many home groups 
which have no real interest in prayer 
for missions. 
I believe there should also be 
spontaneous early morning prayer 
meetings, lunch-time prayer meet-
ings, and days set aside for prayer. 
Within our work for more than 
twenty years we have had regular 
times of extended prayer, often far 
into the night. I believe this is one of 
the main factors in the victories we 
have seen around the world, both 
with our two ocean-going ships and 
in the teams operating in more than 
twenty-five countries. During these 
extended times of prayer, people 
must be made to feel free to leave 
when they wish. They must realize 
they are not in a spiritual marathon. 
However, the more information they 
have about the world's needs, the 
more responsible they are to pray for 
these needs to be met. And prayer 
takes time! 
Remember, we are in a spiritual 
warfare. Prayer is one of our main 
weapons and faith is closely linked 
with it. We must not expect it to be 
easy. Satan will counter-attack any 
efforts made toward effective prayer. 
We must refuse any form of discour-
agement and press forward what-
ever the cost. Half of the world has 
still not heard or read the Gospel. 
What we do in prayer in God's sov-
ereignty and mercy will be a deciding 
factor as to whether or not they will! 
Let us ask God for new ideas and 
initiative to be creative in this task 
that he has given to us. And let us be 
disciplined in doing our part. • 
Atlantic MPF meets 
The 28th annual meeting of the Atlantic 
Missions Prayer Fellowship convened at 
Palmyra , Pa., on April 25. The theme was 
"Look on the Fields." Faithe Light presided. 
Kathryn Kreider, host M P F chai rman, led 
the devotional period. Marlin Zook , host 
pastor, brought the keynote message. 
Various fields were represented by Eliza-
beth Albert (with T E A M in Taiwan), Ruth 
Zook (Japan) , Dan Heitzman (summer ser-
vice in Mexico City), Joe and Mariet ta 
Smith (India), Allen and Leoda Buckwalter, 
(FEBC, India), and Beth Frey (recently in 
Zambia and Zimbabwe). 
Joe Smith and his sister, Leoda Buckwal-
ter, brought special music. 
Sandra Bowman reported the activities of 
the Missions Sewing Auxiliary for the past 
year. Fannie Longenecker brought requests 
f r o m every field where there is Brethren in 
Christ involvement as she led us in the prayer 
time. 
An offering of over $ 1,400.00 was received 
for the denominat ional M P F project, equip-
ping pastors for ministry in Nicaragua. 
Leoda Buckwalter was named president 
for 1987, replacing Ila Brubaker , who is leav-
ing the Atlantic Conference. Janet Peifer 
was elected vice president. Kathryn Funk is 
treasurer, and Esther Hess is secretary. • 
Weavers, woodworkers, artisans, street merchants — these micro-
entrepreneurs are the backbone of the informal economy. They 
are a key source of increased employment and income. 
But many can't reach their potential because they lack capital, 
credit and management skills. 
MEDA's Small Business Development Program helps th i rd wor ld 
entrepreneurs by providing funds and business training. 
Write us for more informat ion on how you can support a business 
in the th i rd world. 
Be a partner for change. 
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Don Price, president of radio station WJIS 
ministered in word and song recently to the Com-
munity Bible Chapel, Sarasota, Fla. Five persons 
were baptized on April 12. • The Elizabethtown, 
Pa., congregation planned an auction for June 6 
with profits to be divided equally between home 
and foreign missions through Cooperative Minis-
tries. Dale Shaw was auctioneer. • Twenty-nine 
persons responded to the "Twelve Brave Chris-
tians" challenge in April at the Fairland church, 
Cleona, Pa. The program focused on the spiritual 
disciplines of Bible study, prayer, giving, and 
fellowship. 
The Fellowship Chapel congregation, Bronx, 
N.Y., recently welcomed several Messiah College 
students from the Grantham and Philadelphia 
campuses who donated their spring break time to 
minister in the city. Twenty-five people from the 
congregation attended the spring youth retreat at 
Kenbrook Camp. May 8-10. The theme by Dave 
Brubaker was "How to Resolve Conflicts." • Six 
persons united with the Free Grace congregation, 
Millersburg, Pa., on April 12. • A special Easter 
offering from the Hershey, Pa., congregation went 
toward the purchase of a plot of land for a church 
building. Avery Kanode was elected the first 
deacon. 
The Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fla., 
reports a worship attendance of 57 on Easter. A 
church lawn picnic supper was planned for Bishop 
Byers' May 5 visit. • Luke Keefer, Jr., led Holy 
Week services for the Hummelstown, Pa., congre-
gation April 16-19. • April 17 (Good Friday) was a 
day of prayer and fasting for the Lancaster, Pa., 
congregation. The church was open from early 
morning to late evening for individual, family, and 
group prayer. 
Steve Pettis of the Manor congregation, Mount-
ville, Pa., has completed installation of a head-
phone system for the hearing impaired. Elaine 
Townsend, widow of the founder of Wycliffe Bible 
Translators, spoke on May 3. • On April 5, the 
Mastersonville congregation, Manheim, Pa., wel-
comed Executive Director of the Board for World 
Missions, Don Zook, as speaker. Pioneer Clubs 
awards night was April 8. • The May 4 mother-
daughter banquet for the Mt. Pleasant ladies, Mt. 
Joy, Pa., was "Bear with Us." 
The Palmyra, Pa., quiz team placed 4th out of 
20 teams competing in the recent Can-Am tour-
nament. The youth planned a four-day kayak trip, 
May 22-25. • The Christ Crusaders of the Pequea 
congregation, Lancaster, Pa., had an April 24-26 
retreat at River Valley Ranch. • The Refton, Pa., 
congregation participated in the Chapel of the Air 
50-Day Adventure from April 19-June 7. Pastor 
and Eva Brubaker planned a trip to England May 
10-22. The congregation has set up a Moses Mun-
saka fund, with a goal of having his wife and two 
daughters join Moses during his second year of 
study at Emmanuel Bible College in Ontario. 
Combined Lenten services were held by the 
Shenks congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., and the 
United Christian churches each Wednesday eve-
ning between Mar. 25 and April 15. The services 
concluded with footwashing and communion. • 
The marriage enrichment group of the Silverdale, 
Pa., congregation viewed the film "The Commu-
nication Lifeline" on April 8. The church approved 
purchase of a tape duplicating machine. 
On April 12 the Speedwell Heights congrega-
tion, Lititz, Pa., viewed the film "An Interview 
with Pontius Pilate." • The Stowe, Pa., congrega-
tion recently had a progressive dinner with two 
different groups going to three homes for salad, 
main dish, and dessert. A question asked at each 
home helped participants to get acquainted. • The 
Summit View congregation, Gordonville, Pa., 
recently made and sold 794 subs to raise money for 
summer camp scholarships. 
Allegheny Conference 
Pastor William Baublitz of the Air Hill congre-
gation, Chambersburg, Pa., left May 18 for three 
weeks of study at the Institute of Holy Land Stud-
ies in Jerusalem. • Miriam Stern spoke at the 
ladies Bible study luncheon April 7 at the Antrim 
church, Chambersburg. • The Big Valley congre-
gation, Belleville, Pa., had a Wildlife Supper on 
May 2, featuring wild meat dishes, and hunting 
pictures from Alaska and Montana. • Sherry 
Ortlund Harrah led an April 25 "Organizing for 
Personal Growth" women's seminar at the Car-
lisle, Pa., church. Twenty-four members were 
received recently, 13 by baptism. 
Ken Letner spoke to Sunday school workers of 
the Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown, Pa., 
on April 11.* The Chambersburg, Pa., congrega-
tion celebrated their 80th anniversary on April 12 
with a morning challenge by church historian 
Wilbur Burkholder and an evening of pictures and 
memories. • The Cumberland Valley congrega-
tion, Dillsburg, Pa., enjoyed a record attendance 
of 412 on Mar. 29 for Youth Day. Youth advisor 
Brian Casale spoke. The day concluded with a 
contemporary concert by the "Sweet Freedom" 
band. 
Dr. Terry Brensinger spoke at the community 
Good Friday service April 17 at the Dillsburg, Pa., 
church. • Jan Bell shared with the Fairview Ave. 
congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., at a May 18 lead-
ership training meeting for Christian education 
workers. • A seminar was held May 2 by the Five 
Forks congregation, Waynesboro, featuring 
Michael Slater, author of the book Stretcher 
Bearers. The subject was acting on our faith with 
love and compassion. • Ten persons were baptized 
at the Grantham, Pa., church on April 26. 
The Hanover, Pa., congregation sponsored a 
22-mile bike-a-thon on April 25. The Women's 
Ministries had a sub sale to cover costs of a Moth-
er's Day congregational dinner. • A group of 
workers from the Hollo well congregation, Waynes-
boro, Pa., recently traveled to the Wycliffe head-
quarters in Stone Mountain, Ga., to help in con-
struction of missionary housing. • The skit "Jesus 
on Trial" was presented during the Sunday school 
hour to the Locust Grove congregation, York, 
Pa., on April 19. 
The deacons and wives of Morning Hour 
Chapel, East Berlin, Pa., sponsored a family night 
banquet Mar. 23 with speaker Richard Canfield. • 
The 7th annual "Living Cross" was presented 
April 17, 18, 19 by the Mt. Rock congregation in 
Shippensburg, Pa., and also April 12 at Messiah 
Village. • The New Guilford congregation, 
Chambersburg, Pa., helped with the Gospel Tide 
Auxiliary Spring Bake Sale on April 11 which 
netted $1,200. The Women's Ministries group is 
compiling a cookbook. 
A group from Pennview, Pa., Bible College was 
part of the Rally Day morning worship of the 
Roseglen congregation, Duncannon, Pa., on April 
26. Evangelistic services with Darleigh Replogle 
followed throughout the week. • A youth empha-
sis weekend was hosted May 2-3 by the South 
Mountain Chapel, Chambersburg, Pa. Rev. James 
Herman presented "Gospel Magic" with his helper 
"Chester." Mt. Rock youth were guests. • Larry 
Strauss of Carlisle, Pa., held revival services Mar. 
29-April 5 at the Spring Hope church, Everett, Pa. 
Evangelical Visitor 
• Spring musical programs 
The congregations below have reported to 
the Visitor the titles of major musical presenta-
tions performed in the Spring of this year. We 
recognize these choirs and directors for their 
dedication to the importance of music in wor-
ship, and for the impact these works may have 
had on the spirits of those who heard them. 
Beulah Chapel—"Up From the Grave" (Parks) 
Chambersburg, Oklahoma City—"Have You 
Heard the Good News?" (Adam-Coates)** 
Chambersburg—"God Hath Provided a 
Lamb" (Culcross-Vader) 
Elizabethtown—"The Crucifixion" (Stainer) 
Fairland—"Behold the Empty Tomb" (Parks) 
Fairview Avenue—"Near the Cross" (Bolks) 
Five Forks, Morning Hour Chapel—"Alive" 
(Parks) 
Grantham—"Service in G" (Schubert) 
Grantham—"Everyone Calls Him'Sir' "(Long 
and Barrett)** 
Highland—"The Cross Road" (Sterling) 
Hollowell—"If My People" 
Lancaster—"Enchanted Journey" (Floria)** 
Manor—"Uniquely Yours"** 
Manor—"The Witness" (Owens) 
Nappanee—"No Other Lamb" (Fettke) 
New Guilford—"Kids Praise 3" (Rettino)** 
New Guilford—"I Am" 
Oak Ridges—"Son Rise"** 
Palmyra—"Hallelujah for the Cross" (Peter-
son) 
Stowe—"Psalty's Camping Adventure" (Ret-
tino)** 
**children's or youth musical 
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Started in Canada 
MCC thrift shops mark 15th anniversary 
"I've been impressed with the growth 
and enthusiasm and dedication of your 
many volunteers. I think we can agree 
God has greatly blessed this program," 
guest speaker Lois Kreider told thrift 
shop workers gathered in Winnipeg 
April 30 to mark the 15th anniversary of 
the Mennonite Central Committee 
thrift / gift shop movement. 
Beginning with a humble start in 
Altona, Man., on March 17, 1972, the 
thrift shop network has grown to include 
123 stores scattered across North 
America. 
Employing the skills of thousands of 
volunteers, these shops, which sell 
second-hand clothing, furniture and ap-
pliances as well as (in many cases) 
SELFHELP Crafts, encourage good 
stewardship of resources and provide a 
much-needed service to low income 
families in local communities. 
They have also become an important 
source of revenue for MCC programs 
and directly provide the hope of a decent 
livelihood to thousands of SELFHELP 
Crafts producers overseas. 
Canadian Conference 
The Bertie, Ont., congregation appreciated the 
ministry on April 26 of the girls from the Turning 
Point girls home. • Pastor Leonard Chester of the 
Bridlewood congregation, Agincourt, Ont., plan-
ned a grief recovery discussion group for May 
5-June 2 for those experiencing loss by death or 
divorce, or loss of employment. • The Cheapside 
congregation. Nanticoke, Ont., reports that Pas-
tor Ken Case was elected Assistant Moderator of 
the Canadian Conference for 1987-88. On April 
12, Lamar Fretz, member of the Board for Broth-
erhood Concerns and MCC International Board, 
spoke about his tour of the Caribbean and Central 
America. He also spoke to the Cross Roads Mem-
orial congregation, Guelph, Ont., on May 20. 
Lester Fretz discussed wills and stewardship on 
April 8 with the Falls View congregation,-Niagara 
Falls, Ont. Penny Hogan taught on April 29 about 
the history of the Brethren in Christ and Menno-
nites in Canada. • On April 5 the Heise Hill con-
gregation, Gormley, Ont., heard from David 
Miller about the Lord's work in Quebec, and 
enjoyed a concert by the Graham Sisters. • The 
Kirkland Lake, Ont., congregation spent May 4-8 
doing fixing and painting of the church property. • 
The North East Community congregation, Cal-
gary, Alb., met on April 11 to distribute promo-
tional leaflets in the community. The congregation 
reports an average attendance of 98 on Sunday 
mornings in the first quarter of 1987. 
The Oak Ridges congregation, Richmond Hill, 
Ont., had their annual Good Friday combined 
service with Heise Hill. Elaine Norman sang and 
Pastor Ressler spoke. • On April 12, students and 
staff of Timber Bay Children's Home presented a 
musical package and pantomine, "I Wish You 
Jesus," to the Springvale congregation. Water-
ford, Ont. • Rev. Charles Norman of Kansas was 
speaker for revival meetings Mar. 29-April 5 for 
the Stayner, Ont., congregation. 
The ladies of the Wainfleet, Ont., congregation 
planned an evening April 28 on the theme, 
"Reflections." Fifteen people have agreed to work 
together to assist a refugee family from Venezuela. 
Pastor Keefer has resigned to take a position with 
the Jacob Engle Foundation in the area of planned 
giving. 
Central Conference 
The Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, 
planned to do VS work in Chicago, June 11-14, in 
cooperation with the Mennonite Board of Mis-
sions. Planned ministries include church building 
and home maintenance, food pantry, Bible school, 
and community recreation. • The Christian Union 
congregation, Garrett, Ind., hosted the Celebra-
tion of Ministry dinner on April 11. Speakers were 
Ken Gibson and Owen Alderfer. Steve Martin 
from Manheim, Pa., delivered the message on 
May 3. • The youth of the Fairview congregation, 
Englewood, Ohio, planned to attend a May 3 
Spirit Rock Youth Rally at United Theological 
Seminary. It included music, comedians, and 
speakers. 
The Highland congregation. West Milton, Ohio, 
is beginning a drama ministry in which they hope 
to highlight sermons with skits, present a fall 
dinner theater, and perform for church and com-
munity events. • Two youth of the Lakeview 
Community congregation, Goodrich, Mich., plan 
to participate in Teen Missions this summer. 
Holly Whiting goes to Germany, and Dola Bye to 
Alaska. • The ladies of the Nappanee, Ind.. con-
gregation honored the pastor's wife, Marion Sisco, 
by making her "queen" of the April 28 mother-
daughter banquet and arranging a surprise visit by 
her daughter Marilyn from Pennsylvania. 
The Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation treated 
the 44-member Rosedale Bible Institute Choir to a 
light supper before their a cappella concert on 
April 12. • A May 16 "Power of Prayer" workshop 
was led by Ken Gibson for the Sippo Valley con-
gregation, Massillon, Ohio. • The Union Grove 
congregation, New Paris, Ind., hosted the May 2 
Michiana Women's Retreat. The speaker. Norma 
Whitcomb from Winona Lake, spoke about her 
experiences as the mother of six. • Bishop and 
Mrs. Alderfer spent the April 25-26 weekend with 
the Western Hills congregation, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
He spoke Sunday on "Christian Warfare" and 
Brethren in Christ heritage. 
Midwest Conference 
The library committee of the Abilene, Ks., con-
gregation put together a book collection to go this 
summer with Mike and Leana Frey to Timber Bay 
Children's Home. Pastor Myles spoke April 12 on 
"Mediocrity: Our Fatal Flaw" from Revelation 3. 
• The Bethany congregation, Thomas, Okla., held 
vacation Bible school May 25-29. The congrega-
tion plans to help sponsor several teens going to 
Timber Bay to rebuild the boy's dormitory, June 
4-July 24. • The new Community congregation, 
Colorado Springs, Colo., was off to a good start 
with 52 present for Easter worship. 
The Dallas Center, Iowa, congregation were the 
guests of the Oak Park congregation, Des Moines, 
Iowa, for communion and footwashing on Easter 
evening. The Dallas Center congregation has 
changed its name to Mound Park Brethren in 
Christ Church. • The Oak Park congregation 
viewed a video presentation on April 12 about 
training for outreach. Easter invitations were then 
personally delivered to community friends on the 
following Wednesday. • The Junior High class of 
the Oklahoma City, Okla., congregation spon-
sored an all-church banquet on May 16 to raise 
funds for missions. On May 31, the congregation 
planned to celebrate baptism, to dedicate their 
new land, and to enjoy a picnic. 
The Roseland congregation, Hope, Ks., recently 
viewed an audio-visual presentation, "Put feet to 
your faith." Three members of the congregation 
participated in the Kansas Mennonite Men's Cho-
rus Concert in Lindsborg in April. Proceeds went 
to MCC relief. The congregation hosted a 40th 
wedding anniversary card shower and dinner on 
April 5 for Pastor and Mrs. Jesse Dourte. Four-
teen of their children and grandchildren arrived 
from Pennsylvania to host an afternoon reception 
at the parsonage. The Dourtes were married at the 
Beulah Chapel church, Springfield, Ohio, by their 
fathers. Rev. Orville Herr and Monroe Dourte. 
The Dourtes have pastored at Rosebank since 
1982. 
The Zion church, Abilene, Ks., is recipient of 
memorial gifts of songbooks and a piano from the 
families of Luella Brown and Izella Bowser. 
Lowell Hoover showed pictures on April 12 of his 
trip to Africa. 
Pacific Conference 
The Alta Loma congregation, Rancho Cuca-
monga, Calif., is continuing their efforts to help 
establish the Etiwanda church with Jim Thomas 
as pastor. Alta Loma has initiated two morning 
worship services. A "Share Your World" seminar 
with Dick Innes was held April 11. • The Moreno 
Community church hosted a live recording session 
on May 2 by Bill and Vonda Snyder. The congre-
gation reports great blessings from a recent 24-
hour prayer chain, especially for those persons 
who committed to praying in the night hours. 
Sixteen members and friends, including several 
young people, from the Pacific Highway congre-
gation, Salem, Ore., attended the Wycliffe Bible 
Translators banquet April 6 in Salem. • Musical 
dramatist Melodie Narramore Yocum provided 
the program for the mother-daughter banquet 
May 5 at the Upland, Calif., church. Family camp 
was planned for May 22-24 at Mile High Pines 
Camp. 
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For the Record 
Births 
Abbott: Sarah Elisabeth, Mar. 19; Murray and 
Beverly Abbott, Houghton congregation, Ont. 
Adams: Lancing Clay, Jr., Nov. 5, 1986; Lanc-
ing and Melissa Adams, Sandia congregation, 
N.M. 
Allcorn: Jordan Marcus, Dec. 30, 1986; Robert 
and Sharon (Heisey) Allcorn, Sandia congrega-
tion, N.M. 
Allen: Kara Michelle, Jan. 25; Eric and Tessie 
Allen, Alta Loma congregation, Calif. 
Althouse: David Fredrick, Mar. 29; Jeff and 
Susan Althouse, Western Hills congregation, 
Ohio. 
Bert: Amanda Joy, April 7; Jared and Mary 
(Strite) Bert. Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Bushnell: Jared Ray, Feb. 13; David and Diedra 
Bushnell, Sandia congregation, N.M. 
Christian: Wade Michael, April 10; Mike and 
Cheryl Christian, Abilene congregation, Ks. 
Clark: Elyse Leigh, Mar. 19; Bob and Tammy 
Clark, Cumberland Valley congregation, Pa. 
Clouse: Amanda Kay, Dec. 31, 1986; Robert 
and Laurie Clouse, Alta Loma congregation, Pa. 
Engle: Jesse Clark, Jan. 8; Louis and Therese 
Engle, Pasadena, Calif. 
Fidler: Ardrina and Alicia, Mar. 24; Kevin and 
Margaret Fidler, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Frey: Caleb Wilson, Mar. 30; Wilson and 
Louise (Bender) Frey, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Fritz: Jeremy Lynn, Mar. 31; Roger and Cindy 
(Musser) Fritz, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Funk: Abigail Elizabeth, Mar. 25; Phillip and 
Kathy (Breneman) Funk, Manor congregation. 
Pa. 
Gerhart: Brendan Clark, Mar. 8; Clark and 
Kimberly Gerhart, Souderton congregation. Pa. 
Grimes: Charity Marie, Mar. 29; Daniel and 
Brenda Grimes, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Helsel: Melissa Ann, Jan. 27; John and Lynn 
Helsel, Cumberland Valley congregation. Pa. 
Herr: Helen Galebach. April 13; Stuart and 
Cynthia (Galebach) Herr, Manor congregation, 
Pa. 
Hoover: Rebecca Sue. Mar. 25; James and 
Cathy (Wills), Pleasant Hill congregation, Oh. 
Johnston: Brittany and Tiffany, Dec. 8, 1986; 
Charles and Jackie Johnston, Alta Loma congre-
gation, Calif. 
Landis: Laird Camron, Feb. 2; adopted son of 
Dale and Carol (Frey) Landis, Zion congregation, 
Ks. 
Macham: Chesley Ann Kathleen, April 16; 
Tom and Laura (McNabb), Stayner congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Matias: Aaron James, Feb. 11; Victor and 
Karen (Cox) Matias, Manor congregation. Pa. 
May: Lauren Oswald, Jan. 23; Larry and Kim-
berly (Bert) May, Alta Loma congregation. Calif. 
Myers: Dustin Allen, Mar. 26; Jack and Tracy 
Myers, Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa. 
Minor: Rachel Lin, April 5; Larry and Linda 
Minor, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Mull: Kami Alyssa, April 13; Douglas and 
Sherry (Sumpter) Mull, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Oberholtzer: Kristin Leigh, Mar. 28; Rick and 
Debra Oberholtzer, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Orth: Mandy Lee, July 8, 1979 and Tanya 
Lynn, Mar. 29, 1981; chosen daughters of Doug 
and Debbie Orth on Mar. 18,1987; Kirkland Lake 
congregation, Ont. 
Park: Jorilee Ann, Mar. 11; Jeff and Sharon 
Park, Cumberland Valley congregation, Pa. 
Reed: Jeremy David, April 9; Roy and Kim 
(Martin) Reed, Antrim congregation. Pa. 
Shultz: Corey Jonathan. Mar. 4; Jeff and 
Sharon Shultz, Cumberland Valley congregation. 
Pa. 
Sinners: Adam Randall, Mar. 27; Randall and 
Rebekah (Lehr) Sinners, Manor congregation. 
Pa. 
Wenger: Amber Marie, Feb. 22; Kevin and 
Kay (Burkholder) Wenger, Mastersonville con-
gregation, Pa. 
Wiebe: Broc Rudy, April 9; Rudy and Twila 
(Moore) Wiebe, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Wilcox: Joseph Nicholas, Dec. 4, 1986; Alan 
and Donna Wilcox, Alta Loma congregation, 
Calif. 
Winger: Kenneth Charles, Jr., Mar. 23; Ken 
and Sharon Winger, Western Hills congregation, 
Ohio. 
Weddings 
Burkett-Holsinger: Debbie, daughter of Mrs. 
Jean Holsinger and Mr. Joseph Holsinger, and 
Scott, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dean Burkett, New 
Castle, Pa.. April 4 at the Souderton Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Samuel Hollingsworth 
officiating. 
Cox-McConnell: Elizabeth McConnell and 
Bryan Cox, April 17 at the Kirkland Lake Brethren 
in Christ Church, Ont., with Rev. Eldon Byer 
officiating. 
Dodds-Newswanger: Carol, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Newswanger. Millersville, Pa., and 
W. Edward, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Doggs, 
Mountville, Pa., April 18 at the Manor Brethren 
in Christ Church, Columbia, Pa., with Rev. John 
Hawbaker officiating. 
Goddard-Myers: Trina, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lester Myers, and Jeff, son of Ruth God-
dard, Sept. 9, 1986 at the Carlisle Brethren in 
Christ Church wtih Rev. Ken Hoke and Rev. John 
Reitz officiating. 
Hollingsworth-Rosenberger: Crystal, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Rosenberger, Jr., Lansdale, 
Pa., and John Paul, son of Rev. and Mrs. Samuel 
Hollingsworth, Mar. 6, in Landsale, Pa. 
Kroeker-Baylie: Tamara Baylie, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Peerenboom, Salem, Ore., 
and Keith, son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. 
Kroeker, Salem, April 18, at the Pacific Highway 
Community Church, Salem, with Rev. Lloyd C. 
Hostetler officiating. 
Paul-Deuchar: Heather, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Herb Deuchar, Ocean Grove, N.J., and 
Grady, son of Mr. and Mrs. Delbert Paul, Hum-
melstown, Pa., Mar. 7 in Ocean (sic), N.J., with 
Rev. John Reitz officiating. 
Pifer-Barrett: Cheryl Ann, daughter of Jack 
and Norma Barrett, Collingwood, Ont., and Jody 
Roy. son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pifer, Creemore, 
Ont., April 18 at the Stayner Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Harvey Stickley officiating. 
Sechrist-Ferree: Launa Ferree, daughter of the 
late Gerald W. Bostwick and the late Dorothy E. 
Horting, and Kenneth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ken-
neth Sechrist. Sr., April 3 at the Pleasant View 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Edward H. 
Yarnell officiating. 
Sheffer-Ruppert: Stephanie Ann, daughter of 
John and Sandra Ruppert, Stayner, Ont., and 
Robert Wayne, son of Walter and Audrey Sheffer, 
Stayner, April 11 at the Stayner Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Harvey Stickley officiating. 
Sider-Moore: Jill, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Gerry Moore, Wainfleet, Ont., and Wayne, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Carlton Sider, Stevensville, Ont., 
Mar. 28 at the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Ronald Lofthouse and Rev. 
David Gifford officiating. 
A gentle reminder, I hope, is enough; 
Without your questionnaire, decisions are rough. 
Media Ministries is depending on you; 
Our future is based on your point of view. 
Please get your April Visitor tonight. 
Sit with the questionnaire and begin to write. 
We want to hear what you have to say; 
Please complete it right now and send on its way. 
We're eagerly waiting for your comments. 
Without them, our decisions cannot commence. 
For your opinion we'll gladly make deals 
And send you a free copy of Preacher on Wheels. 
A gentle reminder, I hope, is enough; 
Without your questionnaire, decisions are rough. 
Thanks for reading this pleading of mine. 
I look forward to hearing from you in due time. 
Roger L Williams, executive director 
Board for Media Ministries 
P.S. If you want a free copy of Preacher on Wheels by Paul Hostetler, please include 
your name and address with the questionnaire. Thanks. 
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Obituaries 
Albrecht: Katherine (Lebold) Albrecht, 79, of 
Cambridge, Ont., died Mar. 24. She was the wife 
of 55 years of Christian E. Albrecht. She is sur-
vived by four sons, Dan, Ron. Harold, and Dale; 
two daughters, Dolores Winger and Ruth Pot-
teiger; 23 grandchildren; 5 great-grandchildren; 
and one sister, Edna Zehr. Mrs. Albrecht was 
preceded in death by a son, Ray. four sisters, and 
three brothers. She had been an active member of 
the Rosebank congregation, Petersburg. Ont., 
where the funeral service was held with Rev. Rick 
Silvestro and Rev. James Sider officiating. Inter-
ment was in Rosebank Cemetery. 
Cobb: Tyrus R. Cobb, 68, of Sheboygan, Wis., 
born May 19, 1918, died Mar. 23 in Libertyville, 
111. He was the son of the late Floyd and Amelia 
Cobb. On Dec. 24, 1938, he married Alice Lyons 
who survives along with 5 daughters, Ella Leav-
ens, Janna Mueller, Carol Bub, Aria Kleinke, and 
Betty Thompson; 3 sons, Richard, Ervin, and 
Ronald; 19 grandchildren; 3 great-grandchildren; 
a sister, Katherine Slatter; and 4 brothers, Irvin, 
Alfred, Louis, and Allen. Tyrus was preceded in 
death by a granddaughter, 2 brothers, and 3 sis-
ters. The funeral service was held at the Sheboy-
gan Brethren in Christ Church where he was pas-
tor. Officiating was Bishop Owen Alderfer. Inter-
ment was in Sunrise Memorial Gardens Cemetery. 
Tribute 
Tyrus Cobb and the 
Sheboygan Brethren 
in Christ Church are 
synonymous in many 
ways: when the late 
Bishop Carl Ulery, 
along with brethren 
from the Central Con-
ference, took steps to 
open a work in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, in 1958, 
the question of who would pastor the work came 
into view. The Tyrus Cobb family had come to 
Sheboygan from Central Michigan in June of that 
year; they were the only Brethren in Christ in 
Sheboygan—if not in all Wisconsin. The bishop's 
proposal that Tyrus should pastor the new church 
planting was a great challenge to Brother Tyrus 
and Sister Alice. Brother Cobb came to the work 
with a commitment to Christ and a "Yes" in his 
heart for the calling of the Lord. 
And so Tyrus Cobb became the first pastor of 
the Brethren in Christ Church in Sheboygan. He 
was pastor, janitor, maintenance man—whatever 
it took to keep the church open. Along with this he 
was husband, father, breadwinner—whatever it 
took to support and rear a family. And so the 
Cobb family was the congregation at first and 
Tyrus Cobb was the founding pastor; he pastored 
here without a break for 25 years. Following a year 
and a half interlude, he took up the work again 
and was pastor at Sheboygan until his death. 
Tyrus Cobb loved the pastorate and pastoral 
ministry. When 1 became bishop in the Central 
Conference in 1984 and came to know Pastor 
Cobb more deeply, I found a brother who enjoyed 
ministering to people. He had earned the respect 
of the evangelical community in Sheboygan and 
had friends everywhere. He thrived on fellowship 
with brothers and sisters all over the wider She-
boygan area. 
More than once as we shared about the work at 
Sheboygan, Brother Tyrus said, "If I were only ten 
years younger! I feel I can minister so much more 
effectively now." We all know that Tyrus Cobb 
has ministered—to us here, to the Central Confer-
ence of the Brethren in Christ, to the community 
through hospital ministry and other community 
religious events. 
Tyrus Cobb gave what he had for God and the 
work of the Kingdom. We will remember his gen-
tle spirit, his quiet humor, his love of people, his 
zeal for God and right. His influence will live on in 
this church he built, his children who cherish his 
memory, and the members who follow what he 
taught them and modeled before them all. 
Owen H. Alderfer, 
Board of Bishops 
Custer: Mary A. Custer, Elizabethtown, Pa., 
born June 20, 1906, died Mar. 23. She was the 
widow of Richard W. Custer, who preceded her in 
death in 1982. She is survived by 2 daughters, 
Esther and Margaret; 13 grandchildren; and 26 
great-grandchildren. Mary was a member of the 
Shenks Brethren in Christ Church where the ser-
vice was conducted by Rev. J. Daniel Houck and 
Rev. John Ludwig. Interment was in the Hum-
melstown Cemetery. 
French: Lloyd H. French of Ridgeway, Ont., 
born Sept. 9, 1905, died April 6. He is survived by 
a son Donald; three daughters, Grace French, 
Lorna Fretz, and Alice Andrews; and six grand-
children. He was preceded in death by his wife, 
Gladys (Schneider), in 1982. Both were long time 
members of the Bethel Brethren in Christ Church, 
Merrill, Mich. They moved to Ontario for health 
reasons in 1971 where they associated with the 
Bertie congregation. The funeral service was held in 
the Whiting Funeral Chapel in Breckenridge, 
Mich., with Rev. Jay E. Sisco of Nappanee, Ind., 
officiating. Interment was in the Ridgelawn 
Cemetery. 
Kanode: Amos G. Kanode. Chambersburg, 
Pa., born April 13, 1922, died April 16. He was the 
son of the late William and Anna Ginder Kanode. 
He is survived by his wife, Helen L. (Dodson); two 
sons, John W. and David A.; four brothers, Irvin, 
John, Isaac, and Earl; and five sisters, Esther 
Kauffman, Anna Beaver, Ruth Winter, Barbara 
Galebach, and Mary Hostetter. He was a member 
of the Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church where 
the funeral was conducted by Rev. William R. 
Baublitz, Rev. Paul McBeth, and Rev. Roger N. 
Witter. Interment was in the Air Hill Cemetery. 
Leister: John Leister, 54, Mifflintown, Pa., 
died April 9. Born Dec. 5, 1932, he was a son of 
Hazel and the late Oscar Leister. Surviving are his 
wife, Mary (Harris); a daughter, Teresa Avery; 
three sons, Michael D., Marc K , Greg A.; three 
sisters, Betty Ewalt, Ethel Rice, and Patricia 
Swartz; and nine grandchildren. He was a member 
of the Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church. 
Graveside services were held at the Cedar Grove 
Cemetery, with Rev. M. Eugene Heidler of-
ficiating. 
Luchow: Esther A. Luchow, born July 21, 
1901, died Mar. 27. She is survived by a brother, 
Herbert Luchow, and a sister, Ruth Schultz. 
Esther was an active member of the Upland, 
Calif., Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral 
service was conducted by Rev. John Snook, and 
Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder. Interment was in 
Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Covina Hills, Calif. 
Martin: Ira L. Martin, Jr., 65, born Feb. 26, 
1922, died Mar. 23. He is survived by his wife, 
Faye; 3 daughters, Loretta Ashway, Naydean 
Blair, and Judy Martin; 5 sons, Ira H„ Richard L„ 
Terry L., John W., and David E.; 10 grandchil-
dren, 3 sisters, and 2 brothers. Funeral services 
were conducted by Wilbur W. Benner of the 
Antrim congregation at the Minnich-Miller Fu-
neral Home, Greencastle, Pa. Interment was in the 
Antrim Mennonite Church Cemetery. 
Miller: Kenneth E. Miller, born June 5, 1947, 
died April 13. He is survived by his wife, Nancy 
Jean (Brubaker), and two children, Kristel and 
Troy. Kenneth attended the Lancaster Brethren in 
Christ Church where the funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. Merle Brubaker. Interment was in 
Millersville Mennonite Cemetery. 
Rudy: Danelle Rudy, 9, of Wakefield, Pa., died 
Feb. 22. She was the daughter of James and 
Arlene Rudy, members of the Refton, Pa., Breth-
ren in Christ Church. Danelle was active in the 
Refton Sunday school. Pioneer Clubs, and the 
Bible Memory Program. In addition to her par-
ents, she is survived by a brother, Joshua, and two 
sisters, Nina and Alissa; paternal grandparents, 
Harry and Ada Rudy; maternal grandparents, 
Floyd and Anna Mary Fox; and numerous aunts, 
uncles, and cousins. Funeral services were held at 
the Refton church with Rev. John A. Brubaker 
and Rev. James Artz officiating. Interment was in 
the Mt. Pleasant Mennonite Cemetery. 
Weimer: Mildred D. Weimer, 60, died Mar. 20. 
She was the daughter of the late William and Elsie 
Kauffman of Philadelphia. Surviving are her hus-
band, George C.; three daughters, Diana Wor-
man, Lois Saylor, and Charlotte Weimer; five 
grandchildren; a sister, Anna Caruso; and a 
brother, John Davison. Mildred was a member of 
the Souderton, Pa., Brethren in Christ Church, 
where she was involved in the Junior Activity 
Club, and had served several years on the Pioneer 
Girls' Club Committee. The funeral service was 
held at the Souderton church with Rev. Sam Hol-
lingsworth officiating. 
Zook: Lester M. Zook, 81, died April 13. He 
had been an agricultural missionary for the Presby-
terian Church in Mexico and Honduras for 25 
years before taking residence in Duarte, Calif. He 
was the son of the late David and Ella (Caufman) 
Zook of Chambersburg, Pa. He is survived by his 
wife, Elizabeth (Markle); two sons, J. David and 
John A.; one daughter, Elizabeth Coleman; two 
brothers, Roy W. and Harvey J.; a sister, Ida 
Keefer; and five grandchildren. Memorial services 
were scheduled for Westminster Gardens. Duarte. 
Private interment was in Live Oak Memorial 
Park, Monrovia, Calif. 
Non-discriminatory Policy Statement 
"Messiah Village, 100 Mt. Allen Drive, Mechan-
icsburg, PA, a non-profit corporation of the 
Brethren in Christ Church, has agreed to comply 
with the provisions of the Federal Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, and the Pennsylvania Human Relations 
Act of 1955, and all requirements imposed pursu-
ant thereto, to the end that no person shall, on the 
grounds of race, color, national origin, ancestry, 
age, sex, disability, or religious creed be excluded 
from participation in, be denied benefits of, or 
otherwise be subject to discrimination in the pro-
vision of any care or service. The non-discrimina-
tory policy of this facility applies to residents, 
physicians, and all employees. Under no circum-
stances will the application of this policy result in 
the segregation or re-segregation of buildings, 
wings, floors and rooms for reasons of race, color, 
national origin, ancestry, age, sex, disability, or 
religious creed. 
We reserve the right to admit members of the 
sponsoring denomination as priority." 
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The print and broadcast media have had much to say about the integ-
rity of Christian organizations in past months. One painful revelation was 
that only one major television voice (Billy Graham) has been willing to 
subscribe to the tough standards set forth by the Evangelical Council for 
Financial Accountability (ECFA). I strongly urge you to exercise your 
right to know before making contributions to any church or organiza-
tion. Yes, the Brethren in Christ Church passes the test of meeting the 
seven requirements of ECFA. —Paul Hostetler, Associate Director of 
Stewardship. 
Your/You're Right to Know 
The one demographic attribute shared by more Americans than any other is—the mail-
box. That is a fact that has not gone unnoticed by 
America's fundraisers who keep mailboxes chock-
full of paper, paraphernalia and "purse string" 
catchers. The challenge that confronts most of us 
in sorting the daily mail is to quickly skim off the 
emotional froth without tossing out vital 
correspondence. 
For the Christian who believes that some, if not 
many, of the ministries are sincerely serving the 
Kingdom of God and deserving of support, the 
challenge is even greater: How do I discern legiti-
mate and worthy financial needs f rom religious 
organizations I would be inclined to support? One 
organization effectively addressing this challenge is 
the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountabil-
ity (ECFA). ECFA was created to help donors 
become informed and more effective in their giv-
ing. Potential donors to evangelical organizations 
can look for the ECFA seal which means that the 
member organization (now over 320) publicly 
adheres to seven tough standards which could be 
applied to any non-profit organization seeking 
your support, (see below) 
In addition, ECFA has published what it calls 
the "Donor's Bill of Rights" which further guides 
donors in intelligent giving. Among these, you 
have the right to: 
• Know how the funds of an organization are 
being spent. 
• Restrict or designate your gifts to a particular 
project. 
• A response to your inquiries about finances and 
programs. 
• Visit offices and program sites of an organiza-
tion and to talk personally with the staff. 
• Know that there is a responsible governing 
board and who those board members are. 
• Know that all appeals for funds are truthful and 
accurate. 
By George R. Grange I], current ECFA chairman and a 
partner of Gammon and Grange Law Offices, Washington, 
D.C. 
ECFA's Seven Standards of 
Responsible Stewardship 
1—Every member organization shall 
subscribe to a written statement of 
faith clearly affirming its commit-
ment to the evangelical Christian 
faith. 
2—Every member organization shall 
be governed by a responsible board, 
the majority of whose members shall 
not be employees/staff , a n d / o r 
related by blood or marriage to 
such, which shall meet at least semi-
annually to establish policy and 
review its accomplishment. 
The Donor's Bill of Rights. 
3—Every member organization shall 
obtain an annual audit performed by 
an independent public accounting 
firm in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing standards (GAAS) 
with financial statements prepared in 
accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles (GAAP). 
4—Every member organization shall 
have a functioning audit review 
committee appointed by the board, a 
majority of whom shall not be 
employees/staff a n d / o r related by 
blood or marriage, for the purpose 
of reviewing the annual audit and 
reporting its findings to the board. 
5—Every member organization shall 
provide a copy of its current audited 
financial statements upon written 
request. 
6—Every member organization 
should conduct its activities with the 
highest standards of integrity and 
avoid conflicts of interest. 
7—Every member organization shall 
ensure that its fund-raising appeals 
clearly identify the purposes and 
programs to which the donations 
will be applied and shall ensure that 
these donations are used for the 
purpose for which they were raised. 
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IMessiah College News 
Pray for summer missionaries 
Summer means a wide range of activi-
ties for Messiah students. But perhaps 
none will return to campus more en-
riched than the 29 students participating 
in Messiah Summer Missions, each of 
whom receives some support from the 
college. 
Students are serving with more than a 
dozen missions agencies, ranging from 
Overseas Missionary Fellowship in 
China to Bethany Interim Missions in 
the Canary Islands to Continental Min-
istries in the United States. 
Several Brethren in Christ students 
are included among these short-term 
missionaries, including Summer Mis-
sions Coordinator Winnie Brubaker, 
who is a senior elementary education 
major from Englewood, Ohio (Fairview 
congregation). From June 26-August 
22, she will be tutoring at an inner-city 
day camp in Philadelphia with Tony 
Campolo's ministry known as EAPE 
(Evangelical Association for the Pro-
motion of Education). 
Miss Brubaker asks that with the 
Lord's leading she will: (a) be able to 
love the children, feeling at ease in the 
city; (b) be an effective teacher; and 
(c) be a good Christian example. 
Messiah Summer Missions, a project 
of World Christian Fellowship on cam-
pus, raised about $2,000 from a free-will 
offering in chapel, and other funds were 
received from a benefit concert held this 
spring by Messiah students. Letters were 
sent to area churches to request financial 
support. 
"I really enjoy seeing other people get 
involved in missions, and see them come 
back after the summer bubbling over 
with excitement," Miss Brubaker, who 
served in the Philippines with Teen Mis-
sions International in 1985, said of her 
leadership role. "They're still eager to 
serve after the summer's over, and that 
inspires me." 
A pair of Brethren in Christ students 
will be serving in Eastern Europe with 
Operation Mobilization, involved in 
friendship evangelism. They will be camp-
ing with an international team of mis-
sionaries. Kris Garis and Jane Howe 
plan to attend a conference in Atlanta 
June 5, fly to Belgium June 10, and 
return to the States August 2. 
Miss Garis, a junior elementary edu-
cation major from Hatfield, Pa. (Sou-
derton congregation), lists two prayer 
requests: (a) that she is open to going 
where God wants her to, and (b) that 
language barriers will be overcome. 
Miss Howe, a sophomore pre-nursing 
major from Hanover, Pa. (Hanover 
congregation), asks for prayer concern-
ing: (a) the unity of team members and 
(b) learning a language. 
Recently-graduated Bevin Ginder, a 
biology student from Petersburg, W.V. 
(Petersburg congregation), will be serv-
ing as a team leader in Costa Rica with 
Teen Missions. He'll be building medi-
cal clinics for Nicarauguan refugees who 
have crossed the border. He leaves June 
21 and returns August 25. 
Ginder's prayer requests are: (a) that 
a strong sense of unity and leadership be 
developed among the team; (b) that team 
members be protected from sickness 
and injury; and (c) that he will be able 
to deal with poverty in Costa Rica. 
Sider's tenth 
book published 
Dr. E. Morris Sider, professor of his-
tory and English literature at Messiah, 
has published Leaders Among Brethren, 
his tenth book. 
The 272-page volume contains the 
biographies of Henry Ginder and Char-
lie Byers, two Pennsylvania bishops and 
leaders in the Brethren in Christ Church, 
whose careers stretch from the 1930s to 
the '80s. 
The biographies illustrate the move-
ment of the denomination over the 
course of 50 years, and the roles the two 
men have played over the period as the 
Brethren in Christ Church came to have 
a wider fellowship with other religious 
circles, often giving significant leader-
ship. 
Other books by Sider include a his-
tory of Messiah College and a biog-
raphy of the college's fourth president, 
C. N. Hostetter, Jr. 
Sider is archivist for the Brethren in 
Christ Church and for Messiah College. 
He serves on two denominat ional 
boards—the Board of Ministry and 
Doctrine, and the Board of Administra-
tion—and is assistant moderator for the 
1986-88 biennium of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Messiah gets grant for 
science equipment 
A grant of $200,000 has been awarded 
to Messiah College by the Pew Charita-
ble Trusts from the funds of the J. How-
ard Pew Freedom Trust, Philadelphia. 
The award, which will be paid over two 
years, is designated for the purchase of 
science equipment. 
In commenting on the grant, Dr. D. 
Ray Hostetter, president of Messiah, 
said that although the natural sciences 
have long been a bright spot in Messi-
ah's curriculum, Messiah and many 
other private colleges have been unable 
to keep pace with rapid developments in 
scientific instrumentation and research 
methods. 
"For this reason, we have committed 
ourselves to a three-part initiative on 
behalf of the sciences that includes ac-
quisition of major new equipment, sup-
port for faculty and student research, 
and additional classroom and labora-
tory space," Hostetter said. "We are 
grateful to the directors of the Pew 
Charitable Trusts for assisting us in this 
effort." 
Parting thoughts 
Karen D. Ulery, 1987 graduate in 
mathematics, of Elizabethtown, Pa. 
(Elizabethtown congregation), tells what 
she has appreciated most about Messiah: 
"The support I received from the 
faculty members was just incredible. 
You just can't find that at too many 
other colleges. To top it all off with the 
Christian love and example that each 
displays fosters an environment for 
growth in Christ—that is unbeatable." 
Miss Ulery was senior class president, 
managing editor of the yearbook, Clar-
ion; a merit scholar as a sophomore, and 
was named to Who's Who Among Stu-
dents in American Colleges and Uni-
versities. 
Mary Suzanne Long, 1987 graduate 
in applied music (voice), of Walkers-
ville, Md. (Walkersville congregation), 
comments on the best thing about 
Messiah: 
"The best thing about Messiah is the 
feeling of community—always knowing 
that faculty members would always 
make time to talk, and help with 
problems." 
Miss Long directed the vocal jazz 
choir, chaired the Special Music Com-
mittee, was in the concert choir and 
wind ensemble, and soloed in local 
churches while at Messiah. 
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"Phoebe's _J5j wrm! 
1 don't want 
to be good anymore" 
The other day, Beth declared ada-
mantly that she is tired of being good, 
responsible, taken for granted—the one 
to whom everyone turns when they need 
something. What brought that on? Sure-
ly she doesn't want to be someone on 
whom no one can depend?! Isn't it good 
to be good? How does a mother respond 
when her daughter says, "I don't want to 
be good anymore"? 
Well, I know how this mother re-
sponded. The parent part of me quickly 
wanted to encourage her to continue 
being good—with all the maturity, re-
sponsibility, common sense, and spirit-
ual attributes that the word implies. We 
parents are always telling our children to 
be good—at the grandparents', in the 
grocery store, at a friend's birthday 
party, in church. Our children, in turn, 
learn to tune out their parents' inevita-
ble, "Now, remember, be good," with a 
quick "Yeah, yeah, yeah, I will." 
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But the human part of me knows how 
she feels because I've been there. Like 
Beth, other people's approval is more 
important to me than I'd like it to be, 
and so I tend to behave in ways that I 
know will get that approval. I do what 
others want me to do, not necessarily 
what I want to do. Sometimes doing the 
"good" thing feels right aside from what-
ever approval I get from others, but 
sometimes resentment and anger build 
up because I've allowed others to tell me 
how I should behave. That's what's been 
happening to Beth, and her instinct for 
self-preservation has been activated. 
So how does she stop herself from 
being everyone else's doormat? How 
does she say what she feels and what she 
wants from others without appearing 
selfish? Beth has found herself in a real 
bind sometimes: on the one hand, when 
she's accommodating and generous, she's 
told by a friend that she lets everyone 
walk all over her. On the other hand, 
when she refuses someone's request or 
talks back, this same friend accuses her 
of being mean and stingy. Understand-
ing that this friend is going through a 
significant emotional upheaval right now 
and finds Beth an easy target for her 
anger and frustration doesn't really help 
Beth with her problem. Rather than 
constantly being at the mercy of other 
people's expectations, Beth and I and 
others like us need a healthy dose of 
self-confidence and assertiveness. 
One suggestion I made to Beth was 
that she speak in terms of her own feel-
ings. After bottling up her anger at being 
repeatedly taken for granted, she fre-
quently explodes, which besides making 
her feel guilty also doesn't solve any-
thing. So I suggested that she not be 
afraid to say to her friends, before she 
explodes, "I'm hurt by what you said" or 
"I feel angry and helpless when you crit-
icize me for being nice one time and then 
the next time you say I'm mean." She 
seemed to understand that she has a 
better chance of diffusing the situation if 
she talks in terms of how she feels 
instead of making her friend defensive 
by saying something like, "You jerk, 
you're so stupid, you make me so mad!" 
Back to the issue of goodness: Beth 
feels the dilemma of wanting to be good 
(knowing, for example, that she appre-
ciates others who can be trusted to be 
responsible and generous), but not 
wanting to be taken for granted and 
wanting to be able to stand up for what 
she needs. In the context of the Chris-
Scholarship 
for the 
Young Church Musician 
Sponsored by the Board for Congregational Life 
through its Music Trust Fund 
This scholarship of $200.00 is to be used for private music lessons. 
Eligibility 
1. Applicant must be a member or regular attender of a Brethren in Christ 
congregation. 
2. Applicant's age must be 13 to 19 as of September 1, 1987. 
3. Applicant must be presently studying music. 
4. Recommendation by pastor or church musician must accompany the 
application. 
For a scholarship application, send your name and address to: 
Board for Congregational Life 
P.O. Box ft 163 
Mount Joy, PA 17552 
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tian faith, her dilemma is accentuated. 
The old definition of JOY as "Jesus first, 
others second, yourself last" would seem 
also to be an appropriate definition of 
GOODNESS. But if Beth and I are to 
be committed Christians and followers 
of Jesus, can we put ourselves first 
sometimes? 
The model of Jesus says yes. When 
Jesus needed time to himself, he walked 
away from the crowds. And while his 
was the ultimate self-sacrifice, even on 
the cross he asked for something he 
needed. 
I have to admit, though, that Beth 
and I didn't theologize a whole lot. Our 
conversation was mostly about her feel-
ings and the specific situations she faces. 
She feels caught, and I empathize. "Good-
ness" (with all of its implications) is 
important to us, but we want to be good 
in ways which preserve our own identi-
ties. Maybe sometimes that means say-
ing no or being "irresponsible." Maybe 
it even means doing something out of 
character. Primarily, however, it proba-
bly means maintaining that tenuous but 
crucial balance between self-sacrifice 
and self-assertiveness. For this particu-
lar mother and daughter, that's not easy, 




How does God speak to us? How do 
we know if the message we hear is from 
God or some other source? Adam didn't 
have our problem because then there 
were not as many conflicting voices. 
Sometimes we hear people say God told 
them a certain thing to say or do. 
Frankly, I am curious about how they 
received the message, and how they 
knew it was God speaking to them. 
You described your dramatic en-
counter with Jesus on the way to 
Damascus as a vision. "So then, King 
Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the 
vision from heaven" (Acts 26:19). In this 
vision Jesus spoke to you. Later, when 
you were on the ship to Rome, God sent 
his message to you by an angel (Acts 
27:23). 
On first reading of the account of 
your vision, we might conclude that this 
was your first encounter with God. A 
little thought, however, will tell us that 
your knowledge of the Scripture was the 
result of years of study, and not just 
what you learned after your conversion. 
Could it be that God had been speaking 
to you many times before, but it took 
this dramatic encounter to get your 
attention? (I don't mean to sound imper-
tinent with that question.) 
And I've wondered if it's possible that 
God had been trying to speak to Moses 
for quite some time, but Moses was so 
preoccupied with other things that it 
took a bush burning in the desert and 
not being consumed to get his attention? 
Maybe he really did feel so insecure 
about his ability that he did not respond 
to any of God's earlier, less spectacular 
calls. 
As I think on these accounts, I wonder 
if there are several reasons why we do 
not always respond to God's call. Possi-
bly the first is that we don't want to hear. 
When I was working on a farm as a 
hired man, I remember a neighbor tell-
ing us how hard it was to get his hired 
man out of bed. One morning, after sev-
eral unsuccessful attempts to rouse him, 
the neighbor went to the telephone and 
told the undertaker in a loud voice that 
he should come and get his hired man. 
According to the neighbor's account, 
the man responded immediately. 
Or is it possible that sometimes we try 
too hard to hear God speaking? A 
worker will not get much done if he 
spends all his time listening for the voice 
of his boss. Sometimes we may need to 
be told to get busy and do what we 
already know to do. If we need a change 
of direction, God will get our attention. 
Third, too many other conflicting 
noises may make it difficult to hear God 
speaking. Someone who is extremely 
busy working with people and involved 
in social or political activities may find it 
difficult to be sensitive to God's voice. 
This may have been your situation, 
Paul. Others of us feel uneasy being 
alone in a car without the radio on, or in 
a house without the television playing. 
We think we want peace and quiet, but 
when we have it, we feel uncomfortable. 
Last, we have a tendency to hear what 
we want to hear. Jonah received the 
word of God telling him to go to 
Nineveh, but he fled to Tarshish. After 
his prayer of repentance, the Lord spoke 
again and Jonah obeyed. The lesson to 
be learned from this account is quite 
obvious. 
To receive a message from God is an 
awesome experience, as shown in these 
biblical examples. To ignore or disobey 
God's call is tragic, but to mistake some 
other sound as the voice of God could be 
dangerous as well. In the fifth chapter of 
1 Thessalonians, you list a series of con-
cise lines of advice. Could we apply 
verse 21 to situations where we are not 
sure if we are truly hearing from God? 
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T)lalogue 
In the February issue of the Visitor 
you read the report of my October 1986 
visit to the Brethren in Christ Church in 
Cuba. In the April issue you read two 
vigorous responses to this report. 
To set the record straight, the Febru-
ary account was lifted from my longer 
report to the Board for World Missions, 
the sponsor for the trip my wife and I 
were privileged to make. The missions 
office, as it had every right to do, printed 
what it felt would be of interest to the 
North American Church. In view of the 
April responses, I will repeat the para-
graph from my report to the missions 
office which seems to have caused prob-
lems. The first two sentences were deleted 
from the February report. 
"By Canadian standards, life appears 
austere. Consumer goods are scarce and 
rationed. But the people are well-fed 
and healthy. Education and health facil-
ities are free, and have vastly improved 
since the revolution. The lot of the peo-
ple is much better than in other Carib-
bean countries. Churches are operating 
openly. Walking down the main street in 
Cuatro Caminos with our Christian 
friends with our Bibles under our arms, 
then sitting in our own Brethren in 
Christ church enjoying the enthusiastic 
singing with the doors and windows 
open, it was hard to realize we were in a 
Marxist country." 
With this paragraph before you, let 
me explain why I made some of the 
statements, and correct some of the 
exaggerations in Dean Curry's response. 
My report was not meant to be a cri-
tique of all areas of Cuban life. It was a 
straightforward report of what I saw 
and experienced and heard from my 
Christian friends. 
I did not imply, as Mr. Curry indi-
cated, that "things couldn't be better for 
the Cuban people in general and Cuban 
Christians in particular." I wouldn't say 
that about the Garden of Eden, or Niag-
ara, or Pennsylvania, even though I 
have said many good things about all of 
these. I should have said, "the people 
appear healthy," and the lot of the peo-
ple is much better than in some Carib-
bean countries." My comparison is based 
on my personal observations on visits to 
Nicaragua in 1972 (more properly called 
a Central American country); Haiti in 
1972; Jamaica in 1976; then Cuba in 
1976,1978, and 1986. Visiting the homes 
30 
of working-class Christians in these 
countries confirmed to me what a Chris-
tian leader in Cuba told me, "the condi-
tions of the poor in Cuba have greatly 
improved since the revolution." I did not 
say that there has never been interfer-
ence with any church in Cuba; I merely 
reported the open worship I experienced 
(confirmed by many others) on three 
different occasions. On the Saturday 
night of our week there, pastors and 
people from neighboring towns were 
introduced. What a joy it was to preach 
to a packed church on a Saturday night! 
Mr. Curry tries to reconcile the Cuba 
of my report and the Cuba described in 
the prison memoirs of Mr. Valladares. 
Why a report on a Christian ministry to 
fellow Christians should be similar to a 
report by a person with years of prison 
experience escapes me. The suggestion 
that visiting our brothers and sisters in 
Cuba and reporting honestly is "em-
bracing the tormentors" is incompre-
hensible to me. 
Mr. Curry said, "Mr. Nigh has seen 
only the Cuba which Castro wants the 
outside world to see." No, Ross Nigh 
and his wife saw the Cuba they wanted 
to see, and the Cuba they were man-
dated by the Board for World Missions 
to see. We in 1986, as Roy and Dorothy 
Sider in 1985, applied for a visa "for 
ministry and fellowship with the Brethren 
in Christ Church in Cuatro Caminos." 
We were granted a visa "for religious 
purposes" with freedom to travel and 
minister in Cuba for a period up to 15 
days. 
Now to Stanley Sadler's response. I 
find it interesting how he downgrades 
firsthand, eyewitness accounts. They are 
"misleading," he says. Both our court 
systems and our Christian theology are 
based on these. We believe in the resur-
rection because "He was seen and 
heard. . . ." 
In one area I am in complete agree-
ment with Mr. Sandler. That is in his 
indignation over excessive military ex-
penditures and military aggression 
against other peoples. What a different 
world we would have if military expen-
ditures could be drastically reduced, and 
the multiplied billions spent for destruc-
tion could be channelled into building a 
better world for all! 
I must disagree, however, with his 
final words. Referring to my statement 
about our Cuban friends carrying Bibles 
and openly worshipping "in a Marxist 
country," he referred to churches in Nazi 
Germany and concluded, "it didn't prove 
a thing." Yes, it does prove several 
things: 
It proves the Church of Jesus Christ is 
supranational; As Peter states at the 
time of his Cornelius experience, "Of a 
truth I perceive that God is no respecter 
of persons: But in every nation he that 
feareth him, and worketh righteousness, 
is accepted with him" Acts 10:34-35 
( K J V ) ; 
It proves that Jesus Christ is greater 
than any political ideology or cultural 
identity; 
It proves that the Church of Jesus 
Christ can exist and grow without the 
protection of Western armed might; 
It proves that the Holy Spirit can 
operate in a church that has been deliv-
ered from or divested of "prosperity 
religion"; 
It makes me wonder what a different 
world-wide Church we would have if 
every Christian of every nation in every 
generation had practiced a loyalty to 
Jesus Christ and his church that trans-
cended loyalty to any secular power. 
Finally, I find it very strange that 
there is no note of thanksgiving in the 
responses from Mr. Curry and Mr. 
Sandler. Surely there should be a unani-
mous chorus of praise from our churches 
in the U.S. and Canada that our broth-
ers and sisters in Cuba—living through 
a revolutionary period and separated 
for so many years from their sister 
churches—have kept the faith, are serv-
ing Jesus with love and devotion, are 
seeing conversions and church growth, 
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It's crazy, I know. But I've always thought that anyone 
wanting to conquer the American people should attempt 
it in the summertime. Most of us (with the possible 
exception of summer VSers) would probably meet the 
attackers at the borders clad in swimwear and sunglasses, 
lemonade in hand, and remind them that significant 
things only really happen between September and May, 
and that they must come back in the fall because summer 
is for R and R. Or could they at least wait till the lawn 
gets mowed? 
In this issue, Roger Schoenhals gives good advice on 
spending our needed vacations. It's true, everyone needs 
an occasional change of scenery, and a mental and physi-
cal recharge. Phoebe might agree that we often don't 
want "to be good any more" in the summer. It's time to 
stop choir practices and Pioneer Clubs, suspend the out-
reach committee and board meetings, head for the beach, 
and be just a little "irresponsible." 
I do love the ballgames, the flowers, the wash hung on 
the line, the barbequed hamburgers, the opportunities to 
rebuild relationships. Sunsets on Lake Michigan are 
magnificent. There's a freedom and exhilaration about 
summer that has nothing to do with Independence Day. 
Summer is the greatest season in many ways, so I feel 
guilty "knocking" summer attitudes. But I'm not alone. 
Consider the one pastor who writes, "Many of us 
preachers love spring, fall, even winter . . . but we 
could do nicely without that other season. Ever notice 
that the word 'summer' seldom slips from our ministerial 
lips without the accompanying term 'slump'? . . . Too 
often, it isn't a matter of vacationing, but of vacating. 
. . . What general can wage war when his troops are 
A.W.O.L. June through August?"1 A lay leader writes, 
"Summertime historically has been spiritual 'slumber-
time' for churches."2 
Overuse of military images really is contrary to my 
nature and theology, but perhaps this situation calls for 
it. The a rmor of the Lord that Paul describes in Ephe-
sians 6 is probably pretty hot for 90-degree weather, but I 
don't hear him recommending that we trade it in three 
Going Fishing? 
months of the year for less, cumbersome attire. The Chris-
tian's summer wardrobe tends to leave us extremely 
vulnerable, and our pastors and leaders (including treas-
urers) praying for a return to the ice age. 
To be honest, the stress of responsibility does get heavy 
by May. I'm as ready for relief as anyone. Committee 
meetings and church activities take a lot of time and 
energy and are certainly not the sum total of Christianity. 
But what are we really saying when our September-to-
May programs come to a halt every spring, especially if 
they are not replaced with creative alternatives which are 
aimed at similar ministry goals? Are we deliberately set-
ting up an annual three-month pattern of non-caring 
when we "opt out" in the summer? Or are we saying that 
all our church busy-ness wasn't really necessary after all? 
We seem to forget that people still hurt and hunger 
during the summer; people still need fellowship around 
the Word to survive spiritually; strangers still need hospi-
tality; the unsaved are no less lost because of the tempera-
ture outside. . . . 
This summer, if it's not already in the plans, let's 
consider creating or taking advantage of special oppor-
tunities for service and growth. We might find that last-
ing, God-breathed revitalization comes through ministry 
and through connection to Christ's Body. In addition, 
let's take the time we really need to rest and recreate, 
being careful not to do it at the expense of our Christian 
calling, our neighbor's cry for help, or our relationship 
with the Lord or our church family. 
So the next time we are tempted to rationalize that 
weekend fishing trip by citing the example of a weary 
Jesus pulling away from the crowd in a boat, let's at least 
consider asking the fatherless child next door to go along. 
Perhaps in life, as in boating, balance is the key. We 
would do well to strive to maintain an equilibrium 
between ministry and rest all year through. 
A final thought f rom Jesus: "Come unto me, all you 
who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest." 
HJ 
'Robert H Morgan "This Summer We Grow," Contact, June 2Chuck Shores, "Everything Was Wrong," The Wesleyan Advo-
i 9 8 6 cate, Nov. 19, 1984. 
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The Wedding 
by H. Frank Kipe 
"A June wedding is planned." Words 
like these usually appear at the bottom 
of a column in the social page of the 
newspaper. A young couple, having 
been friends for sometime, have decided 
to get married. Their engagement pic-
ture appears. Their eyes are bright with 
love, their posture reflects affection. A 
few details describe their education, 
their parents, their work assignments 
and possibly their new address. 
It's past time now to advise the couple 
to postpone their wedding date. Their 
"hearts" have been made up. The wed-
ding is planned. Let's start from there 
and share with this couple in their 
excitement, hopes and anticipations. 
I love to officiate in weddings. I enjoy 
the pre-marriage counseling/ sharing ses-
sions. I love to watch the eye contact 
between him and her. The bride-to-be 
thinks of clothing, flowers, announce-
ments, her attendants, music, the recep-
tion, her relatives, etc. He thinks of the 
tux, parking attendants, food, direc-
tions to the reception center, and whether 
he can trust his "best man" against 
mischief and where to hide the get-away 
car from his cousins. 
Occasionally, one will sense tension 
and stress as the wedding day ap-
proaches, Differences of opinion occur 
and decision-making is not easy. Inlaws-
to-be have ideas to contribute. Financial 
resources are usually limited. How much 
should the couple go into debt for wed-
ding expenses? What about school debts? 
Will the commitments of marriage inter-
fere with career plans? Where will they 
live? Will the old VW last another two 
years? What about church? 
Getting married can be frightening, 
especially if entered with our eyes wide 
open. However, 1 believe that when God 
created man and woman and planned 
that they live together for life in holy 
union, he intended it to be the most 
fulfilling, fruitful and enjoyable of all 
human relationships. 
Therefore let's share a few thoughts 
for all those entering marriage this June 
(or any other month, for that matter). 
The Dreams: Young people, I trust 
you will enter marriage with big dreams. 
Without them your lives together will 
soon lose the luster of physical attrac-
tion, and decay and become dull with 
the lack of creativity in work and leisure. 
Plan and hope for exciting years ahead. 
Always live within your income. Make 
certain God gets his tithe and more first, 
and the rest will go much further. 
Denominational Retreat 
ACCENT'87 
Messiah College, July 6-10,1987 
"Excellence in Ministry: Integrity in Service" 
In one month pastors and spouses and other church leaders will be arriving at 
Messiah College. Some will come by air, some by car, some by van, perhaps some 
by rail, and a few returned missionaries may even arrive by sea! 
Our pastors and their spouses are anticipating the ministry of Dr. Donald 
Jacobs, who works with church leaders around the world. 
Do make this retreat a special matter of prayer during the next month. Pray that 
our pastors will know wholeness in all of their relationships. Pray that excellence 
and integrity would mark our church leadership. Pray that our pastoral teams will 
be renewed by the Holy Spirit. 
The First Love: Never lose your first 
love for each other. Look each other in 
the eyes daily and say, "I love you." 
Remember that real love is providing 
space in the daily pursuits of life for both 
partners to grow, develop, mature, and 
be fulfilled. Bringing those fulfillments, 
joys, and struggles together with total 
commitment makes love enriching. 
The Music: Don't forget the songs 
you used in your wedding ceremony. 
Listen to them frequently. Sing the lyrics 
to each other. Pat and I will likely never 
forget "Always" and "I Love You Truly." 
The Wedding Vows: Friends, those 
vows are sacred—to you, to all your 
friends, and to God. Yes, we are weak 
and human, but that's why God taught 
us about repentance, confession, and 
forgiveness. Separation must never be 
an option. "I take thee . . . till death 
us do part." No alternatives, no apology. 
It is God's plan for the highest and 
noblest of human relationships. 
The Unforeseen: There will be those 
unique little irritating habits, tempera-
ments and characteristics, but we can 
grow with them. By openly sharing our 
feelings and expectations, there is no 
reason why the love that attracted us to 
each other should not help us to nurture 
and improve each other. 
Remember, it's the "little things" that 
brings the couple in love to the marriage 
altar. It will be the little things that lead 
from the wedding day into a lifelong 
marriage of joy in sorrow, happiness, 
and disappointment, hard work and 
pleasure, enrichment and rewarding 
ministry. Yes, little things like: eye con-
tact, a touch, a smile, a helping hand, a 
thank you, or I'm sorry, tenderness, a 
soft answer, cleanliness, orderliness, a 
few brief moments, patience, and again 
. . . thank you. 
Now, those getting married in June 
will not have time to read this. So, pas-
tors, and parents, share these few 
thoughts with them as soon as you have 
an opportunity. 
H. Frank Kipe is bishop 
of the Allegheny Confer-
ence of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
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